
 
 
 

 
 
As the Talent Show took place on the Friday night of the last day of half term, I have not yet 
had my chance to congratulate the performers for the wonderfully enjoyable evening and 
their wide-ranging and amazing talents.  The evening never fails to amaze and entertain a 
packed theatre and this year’s line-up of singers, dancers, comedians and musicians was no 
different. What a night we were treated to.  An assortment of acts, which made us, laugh, 
gasp and hold our breath in awe and wonder.  There were performances which were born 
out of sheer grit and determination, digging deep to overcome nerves and trepidation to 
deliver a display worthy of the rapturous applause which awaited.  My hats off to each and 
every one of our talented children.  I prefer to spend my time in concerts and performances 
with my back to the audience, smiling at the children as they fix their eyes on me and my 
conductor’s ‘baton’.  This is where I am most comfortable.  To turn and face an audience, 
sitting so near it feels like you can almost reach out and touch the front row, takes courage 
and confidence.  Well done to you all. You did yourselves, and the school, very proud. 
 

   
 
Another group of children who have dug deep and shown real grit and determination this 
week are the girls from the U10C rounders team who came together on Wednesday 
afternoon just when it mattered. They honed their skills and developed a ‘killer’ instinct to 
emerge from the Derwent Lodge tournament very worthy and proud, runners-up.  Mrs 
Bradshaw and Mrs Clark, who accompanied the children, haven’t stopped eulogising about 



how much progress they have made over a relatively short period of training and how each 
girl played their part in an effort which had the words TEAM written all over it.  I am delighted 
for the team and for the coaches who have always, together, believed in their potential.  I am 
equally happy to be able to recognise the depth of the school’s sporting talent with A, B and 
C teams bringing home the medals from fiercely contested tournaments.  Hearty 
congratulations to Ariella, Charlotte, Darcy, Amelie, Lily, Beatrice, Eve, Claudia and Eliza; a 
richly deserved and hard fought for, result. 
 

Sadly, as we approach the end of the academic year, we have news to share of staff moving 
onto pastures and challenges new.  On the flip-side, I am also able to introduce you to our 
new team members who will be joining Hazelwood in September, bringing with them, new 
skills, ideas and approaches to benefit the children’s learning.  Firstly to the fond farewells.  
We are saying goodbye to Mrs Price (SEN), Mrs Roe (Year 3), Mrs Vaquinhas (Oak 
Reception), Miss Lorrente (Assistant Tutor), Mr Trusler (Hockey Coach) and Mr Dyson 
(Head of ICT).  We wish them well in their future endeavours and hope that they will remain 
in touch with the school.  We thank them too for all that they have done for the school and 
the children’s learning.  Looking forward to joining Hazelwood are Ms Keen (Teacher of 
Maths), Mr Hayes (Head of ICT), Mrs Smith-Chandler (Oak Reception), Miss Parker 
(Assistant Tutor) and Miss Parkinson (Assistant Tutor).  I am delighted also to announce that 
Mrs Taylor and Mrs Trojanowski will be Heads of Year in the Lower School from September 
and that Mr Whelan is staying at Hazelwood School for a second year as an Assistant Tutor.  
Equally good news are the returns of Miss Lloyd and Mrs Whiteley from the maternity 
leaves.  We are currently recruiting for a second dyslexia specialist to join the SEN team but 
the department is strengthened in the meantime with Mrs Steel extending her hours at the 
school to four days each week.  I am confident that we have an excellent team for the start 
of the new academic year which will see the school continue to do the very best for each of 
its pupil’s individual learning needs. I am sure you will enjoy meeting our new staff members 
and watching your children grow in skill and confidence under their expert guidance, tutelage 
and support.  
 

  
 

    

In advance of the Masquerade Ball on Saturday night, a huge Thank You to the HPA 
organising Committee for hosting a wonderful event. I am sure it will be well worth all 
your efforts and attentions to the finest detail.   



For a list of emails/letters/texts sent home each week please see the ‘Notice Board’ further 
down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Year 

Maths and Technology have been at the forefront of our minds this week at the Nursery and 
Early Years Site.  With numbers, shapes and measuring taking place in all of the rooms and 
counting rhymes and number songs ringing out wherever I visit, I feel inspired by all that I 
have seen.  Moya Slade has also been at the site getting updated photos of all the rooms, 
we look forward to seeing these very soon. 
 
Fledglings 1 have enjoyed sorting ‘compare’ bears into colour groups, even the youngest 
children were able to get involved in the Maths & Technology Week.  They have been 
looking at numbers up to 5, with some well-known rhymes to help them along the way.  In 
the garden the children have been making shapes and marks in their messy outdoor flour 
play. 
 
Fledglings 2 have reclaimed the bake off crown this week with their cake stacks.  How high 
can a cake stack stack?  The children have also been sorting teddy bears into size order 
with the Small, Medium and Large sorting bears.  They have enjoyed measuring and 
ordering everyday objects and creating shape pictures. 
 
Top Robins have been looking at 3D shapes and from this have been drawing shapes, 
looking at number puzzles and building towers.  They have also been working on some 
rather special cards for an important day in the not too distant future…..watch this space 
Dads. 
 

     
 

  

It’s amazing what you find when 
you closely examine Shredded 
Wheat using spoons and tweezers.  
At 10 o’clock it’s time for a spot of 
measuring: first ourselves and then 
the frogs and tadpoles.  Who has 
grown the most?  Then it’s outside 
to see how far the cars will travel 
when sent down the slope.  Vroom! 



Bottom Robins have had the clock out and have been investigating o’clock times.  All of the 
children have been measured, from tallest to shortest and the children have been involved in 
helping with this and recording the information.  In addition, the children have enjoyed 
playing number dominos and matching numbers to quantities.  In the garden, the children 
have used tweezers in the messy play cereal tray to sort different cereal pieces.  Hours of 
fun to be had with this activity using everyday items. 
 
The Skylarks children have been looking at volume, weight and measurements.  They have 
been focusing on their number formation and describing shapes, matching quantity to 
number and looking at numbers in our environment.  In the garden they measured the 
volume of rainfall during the week.  Far too much for June! 
 
 
Reminders for next week and w/c Monday 12th June 
Tuesday 13th June – Oak to watch the Year 2 play (mini bus up and back) 
Friday 16th June – Grandparents Coffee Morning (further information to follow by email) 
 

   

  

 

The children of Oak 
have enjoyed a varied 
week this week too.  
They have been 
enjoying the book, Jim 
and the Beanstalk and 
have used this as the 
springboard for their 
learning.  They have 
junk modeled the giant 
giving him (or her – it’s 
difficult to tell) extra-
long arms and legs.  
They have then 
thought about the 
concept of scale and 
size, using magic 
beans as a way of 
measuring their height.  
They loved the 
Technology Day on 
Wednesday when they 
were transported to 
the Amazon Rainforest 
and challenged to 
build shelters to 
protect them from the 
torrential rain which 
was falling inside 
(imaginary) and 
outside (for real!) 

Mrs Louw is delighted to share with everyone that Mr Howard Garlick has been confirmed as 
our new Assistant Head (Nursery & Early Years) from September 2017.  Howard has expertly 
stepped into the role since Mrs Darvill’s departure and has lead the Early Years site with 
professionalism, compassion and enthusiasm.  In a relatively short period of time he has built 
strong relationships with staff and parents.  The pupils, most of all, LOVE him and he has put 
a smile on all their faces thanks to his hands on approach to learning, his sense of fun and 
adventure and his never-ending dressing up wardrobe.  We hope you join us in congratulating 
Mr Garlick on his well-deserved appointment.  We couldn’t imagine the Early Years site 
without him! 



 

  



News from Hazelwood 

 

   
 
Congratulations to Finlay B who completed the Open Water section of his Padi Diving 
qualification.  He is now fully certified and looking forward to all his future summer and winter 
sun holidays to the exotic waters of the world. Well done too to Maddie H who, along with 
Rusty her trusted pony, took part in her very first dressage competition.  Although nervous, 
the trusted duo scooped First Prize at the event held at Tandridge Priory on Bank Holiday 
Monday.  A Big Shout Out goes out to Oscar P who won the Quadkids U13 Open Athletics 
Event over the half term holiday. Oscar was especially pleased with his long jump, smashing 
his PB with a 4.18m jump.  He also romped home first in the 800m event.  
 

  

Baby Congratulations go to Estates Manager Neil Cartwright and his wife Karina who are 
expecting their first baby in October. A brother or sister to Coco the French Bull Dog!  We 
are delighted for them both. 
 

And a final Well Done to Alex P, Adam R, Will O-E, Oliver McC from Hazelwood who joined 
their U9 Raw Skill football team members to take part in the football tournament at Langton 
Green at the weekend. 26 teams participated and the team made it through to the Final only 
to lose on penalties.  They scored and impressive 18 goals (with Adam hitting the back of 
the net on nine occasions!) and conceded only four goals all afternoon.  Mr P, the Manager, 
and father, was immensely proud of their attitude, team spirit and determination. 



 
 
 
 
 

Get off your horse and show True Grit at the HPA Summer Fair 
1st July from High Noon until 3.30pm 
Plans are hotting up for the HPA Summer Fair which has a distinctly Wild, Wild Western 
theme.  There is plenty to do for all the family with a Bucking Bronco, live music, BBQ and 
Saloon Bar, stalls and sideshows.  The afternoon also features the school’s very first Dog 
Show.  We would love to welcome as many families from across the school and nursery to 
Pavilion Field from High Noon on Saturday 1st July.  We guarantee a rootin’, tootin’ afternoon 
filled with fun and a few surprises. 
 

 
 
Any other offers of help to set up or clear away to annabelgeorgiou@me.com 
 
There ain’t gonna be a dry eye in the Saloon Bar!  
 
 
 

Disappointed, exhausted …but heads held high! 

The Registration Form for the Dog Show appears 
later in the Nutshell. 
If you are able to support your Form Reps with 30 
minutes of your time to help run your year group stall 
then please contact them. 
If you have any unwanted crockery that you don’t 
mind being smashed to smithereens on the ever-
popular Smash the Crock stall, please email 
estman@hazelwoodschool.com and we will arrange 
to pick it up. 
If you run a business and would like to support the 
Fair by advertising in the event programme, please 
contact Mrs Stephenson on lizziestep@gmail.com 
 

Well done to the Year 8s who have completed their final exams this week. Having spent 
their half term holidays with their noses in revision books, next week they get their chance 
to let off steam and have fun on their well-deserved week away in Dorset.  Have fun – 
you have done yourselves proud! 

mailto:annabelgeorgiou@me.com
mailto:estman@hazelwoodschool.com


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Swatch Alert  
Please can parents hunt out their children’s swatches this weekend and make sure that they 
return to school on Monday with them.  Children without swatches are unable to access the 
buildings and are having to wait outside until someone better prepared comes along.  This 
means, if it rains, they get wet!  It also means lost time in the classroom as well as a security 
risk.  If your child has absolutely lost their swatch, you can request a new one by filling in the 
form which can be found in the carousel in the school’s Main Reception. Thank you for your 
cooperation in this important matter. 
 

Junior Inter-House Swimming Gala: Tuesday 13th June 
This event is additional to the printed calendar and will be taking place on Tuesday. 
Unfortunately, there is no available room poolside for spectators but parents can play their 
part by making sure that their children have their kit in school ready for the gala.  Thank you. 
 
 

A big THANNK YOU to the HPA and all those who supported the Masquerade Ball.  
The money raised has provided four pieces of outdoor gym equipment designed to add 
variety to break-time play options, build fitness and encourage collaboration.  As luck 
would have it, since their installation, the weather has not been the most perfect for a 
spot of al fresco boot camping!   

Remember when the 
sun shone and the 
temperatures soared?  A 
perfect image of 5B 
enjoying their reading 
out in the fresh air 
flanked by the majesty of 
the Baily Building.  A 
wonderful setting for 
some focused and 

happy learning. 



  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Mrs Bean’s Day of Technology 

at the Nursery resulted I the 

creation of some sturdy looking 

shelters.  The children huddled 

inside their creations as Mrs 

Bean poured water on them to 

test their strength.  Luckily, no 

one got wet! The rest of the 

week took on a distinctly 

beanstalk-themed look with 

giant stairways to the castle 

being built out of Duplo and the 

children keeping their fingers 

crossed that the beans planted 

would soon grow tall and 

strong. Fe-Fi-Fo-Fun! 

 

Measuring tapes made out of beans were used to measure the children’s head, feet 
and hand measurements before they were recorded on self-portrait images. Jim and 
the Beanstalk was a real hit with the children of Mrs Vaquinhas’ class. 



 
 
 

Gold Award congratulations to Sam L in Year 3. Sam has worked well all year and has 
passed the 300 award finishing post just in time.  Well done! 



4P’s Junk Modelled Kingdoms 
While half of 4P have been becoming culinary experts in the kitchen, teasing us all with their 
delicious smelling food, the other half have been working incredibly hard in Art. The children 
have focused on their book from English, Kensuke's Kingdom, looking in particular at 
Michael Foreman's illustrations. They recreated some of his art and applied a variety of 
different media to it. Furthermore, they thought about the island Michael lives on and 
designed their own. They then used junk modelling to create their own islands. They were 
very inventive and clever with what they had thinking carefully about their designs. 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Saddle sore but triumphant! 
It’s done. Having crossed Hungary, Slovakia, Austria, Germany, Holland, Belgium and 
France, Mr Cooper arrived back in Oxted, UK on Saturday totally exhausted after 12 days of 
cycling almost 2,000 kms. He says ‘never again’ but reading his account, the Nutshell is not 
so sure….. 
  
Day 1 (185k) was a flat ride from Budapest to Dunajska Streda in Slovakia. Day 2 was also 
flat but provided us with our first real obstacle when it began to rain heavily while our 
supporting driver Paul was being unsupportive picking Marcus up from Vienna airport. They 

Huge congratulations to the U10C 
Rounders team…. 
The U10C enjoyed a blustery afternoon of 
rounders at the Derwent Lodge tournament, 
playing six exciting games. Their determination 
and teamwork meant that they won three 
matches, drew two and lost only one. As the 
afternoon progressed, they all learned to hit the 
ball more powerfully, take risks in order to score 
and work together in the field. Whilst a special 
mention must go to Ariella T for a clever catch, 
the whole team should be celebrated for their 
fighting spirit, and they were awarded a well-
deserved second place. Thanks to Amelie, 
Claudia, Eliza, Lily, Charlotte, Beatrice, Eve, 
Darcy and Ariella for a great afternoon of sport. 
 

Let’s hear it for the girls of the U10C Rounders team! 



arrived at the charming Chinese we had sought shelter in around 1.45. We realised then that 
after 85k we still had 100k to go – a little demoralising if I’m honest. Day 3 (165k) was a little 
easier as the road remained flat along the Danube to Linz. 
  
Day 4 (147k and into Germany) provided the first real hill of the trip just as Hannes arrived 
and Marco left (good timing?). Trudging up the hill, Hannes was hit by the wing mirror of a 
car driven by an older gentlemen. Hannes suggested in pleasant German that maybe he 
was unable to see the bike over the large stomach of his wife…we moved on. Alan arrived in 
the evening. 
  
Days 5 (181k) and 6 (172k) sees us ride from Oberporing to Martheidenfeld in Germany. 
Day 7 (162k) - We set ourselves up for the first big climb of the trip; a 25k 600m climb. This 
turned out to be a walk in the park compared to the brutality of the rest of the 35-degree day. 
A very hot day pushed both of us to the very limit. 
  
I was not good on Day 8 (165k) and relied on following the wheel of Alan as we headed to 
Cologne. Alan got persuaded by Marcus to remain in the hotel bar for a bit longer that night 
which led to a later start for Day 9 (160’ish k) as we headed to Belgium.  
 

  
 
Day 10 (175k) was the longest of the trip as trying to navigate our way through Antwerp 
proved to be our undoing. We gave up the ghost on the very outskirts of Bruges and called 
for help after some 10 hours in the saddle. So much for the “easy to follow cycle paths”.  
  
The evening of Day 10 brought in Stewart who arrived like a man possessed and thought 
nothing of drinking 6 pints of Stella the evening before a long ride to Ashford. Not sure he 
read Dave Brailsford’s marginal gains theory…. 
  
Day 11 (140k) was a flat ride to Calais. The cyclists had to navigate themselves and the 
driver/navigator out of Dunkirk en route (good navigation Simon!) but we reached the 
Eurotunnel with time to spare. We boarded the train only to be told that an electrical fault 
would delay departure. Stewart now ruing the fact that we had ‘flown’ at 28-30k an hour to 
make sure we were in time for the train. Chris and Andy arrive in the evening for the glory 
leg. 
  
Hazelwood Grandparents’ Day please remember to let us know if your child’s 
grandparents will be joining us on 29th June by emailing 
grandparents@hazelwoodschool.com  Requests for main car parking can be made via the 
same email address.  Thank you.  

mailto:grandparents@hazelwoodschool.com


Day 12 (75k) starts with watching the Lions in a charming pub in Ashford. The great British 
breakfast murdered in a microwave. The homecoming that we received upon arriving in 
Oxted was truly humbling – thank you. 
  
A big thank you to the riders; Marco (Days 1,2 and 3), Hannes (Days 4 and most of day 5), 
Stewart (Days 11 and 12), Chris and Andy (Day 12) and domestique extraordinaire Alan 
(Days 5 – 12). The drivers/navigators Paul, Marcus, Sean and Simon made the ride a little 
more bearable by filling water bottles, carrying bags and generally trying to help us traverse 
our way through Europe. A big thank you to Paul who provided the daily updates that kept 
most entertained ably supported by Sean and Simon. 
  
And finally, to all of you who donated to this worthy cause. The current total is in excess of 
£10,000. 
  
It’s never too late to donate… 
  
www.justgiving.com/budapesttooxted     Jon Cooper 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This picture doesn’t do 
justice to the wonderful 
masterpiece of reflection and 
tranquility created by Emily 
K in Year 8. This drinking 
deer, with reflection, is 
absolutely stunning and 
certainly one of the finest 
works of art created by a 
Hazelwood artist in recent 
years.  Both the thinking and 
the execution is full of depth 
and meaning creating a 
striking image which cannot 
fail but to impress and 
demand, in an entirely 
under-stated way, your full 
attention.   The peeling flock 
of birds carry the on-looker 
to a totally distant place. 

 
Year 8 exams are over!  Time for some well-deserved R&R  

http://www.justgiving.com/budapesttooxted


Talent Show Congratulations go to… 
Best Dance Act    Ella Standley  
Best Comedy Act    Henry McCall  
Best Musical Act    Georgia Philpott 
Best Drama     Holly Lawson, Ella Godfrey, Charlotte Roberts,  
     Karlijn Ras, James Stephenson and Sebastian Leonard 
Most Entertaining Act    James Stephenson and Sebastian Leonard  
Most Engaging Act    Ethan Whenman, Austin Taylor, Oscar Powney and 
     Charlie Bassett 
Most Original Act  Gracie Mae Kaiser-Knight, Natasha Browning, Lily 

Bassett, Hollie Millington, Holly Davies and Felicity 
Cumming  

Best Performance  Felicity Cumming singing ‘Quiet’ from Matilda. 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 
News from the Maths Department – Year 5 predict the hung Parliament! 
 
Whilst Years 8 and 7 have been demonstrating their mathematical skills at Common 
Entrance / KS3 /KS4 examination level this week, the in-class focus has been with the Lower 
School. 
Some Year 5 pupils have been studying the language of probability.  Pupils were invited to 
consider an event (key word), describing it in terms of chance (key word) and probability, 
expressed as a fraction, decimal and percentage (key point). 
Having constructed a probability scale (or probability washing line) in the classroom, pupils 
were keen to share their thoughts….. 

Year 1 have started their half-
termly exploration of mini beasts 
including a Treasure Hunt in this 
week’s horrendous winds and rain 
when all bugs had sought refuge 
under cover!  The children’s 
perseverance should be admired 
as they still managed to track 
down a few species for their 
service. Equally admirable is this 
buzzing busy bee made by Alice 
S out of a fir cone and wool.  It’s a 
majorly brilliant mini beast!  



 
 
Some concentrated on important sporting matters.  Others thought about the chance of new 

pets        

                              

                             (we look forward to news of a new arrival in the Pearce family!)  
  
 

Whilst a few incorporated current affairs in to their maths.   
Did Year 5 pupils predict the election outcome, 2 days before the BBC exit polls?  
 

 

            

  

 

 



Can these two outcomes be possible?   
Ask an Y5 probability expert to explain why, mathematically, the answer has to be No! 

HPA 
 

 



Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining 
room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the 
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings 
their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these 
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 

Sports Department 

Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday 
morning. If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in 
time for the assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the 
school.  Thank you. 

              
Girls’ Games: Wednesday  
U13 played Rose Hill 
U11 A,B,C played Hawthorns 
U10 A, B played a triangular with Reigate St. Mary’s and Hawthorns 
U10 C played at Derwent Lodge tournament and came 2nd.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 

  

Team Result Score 

U13 A Won 14.5-9.5 

U11 A Won 15-13 

U11B Won 9.5-7 

U11 C Lost 5-6 

U10 A 
Won 
Lost 

10-6 
3-10 

U10B 
Won 
Won 

6-5.5 
5.5-3 

U10 C 2nd in tournament!!  

It was all smiles 
during the keenly 
contested Junior 
Interhouse 
rounders 
tournament which 
was eventually 
won by Irving.  
Well played 
everyone. 

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com


News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been sent home this week.  If you need a duplicate copy, please 
contact the School Office. 
 
Year 5    Transition and Evacuee week 
Year 8    Play Auditions 
Year 5                   Year 5-6 Transition Evening 
Various:                Request for return of cups awarded Summer term 2016 

 

Babysitter Available: 
My name is Emily Harwood, I am 19 years old and currently studying Real Estate at Reading 
University.  I am an ex pupil of Hazelwood and Hurstpierpoint College.  I live in South 
Godstone and I am a car driver. Tel:  07773 000345. 
 

Key Events for Next Week 

 
Week 8  
Monday 12th June   
All week   Year 8 Residential  
All week   Year 5 to 6 Transition Week  
1900   Year 5 to 6 Transition Week for parents 
 
Tuesday 13th June   
0930   Year 2 Play Dress Rehearsal performance to Oak and Year 1 
1430   Junior Inter-House Swimming Gala 
  
Wednesday 14th June   
1000   Year 2 Play  
1430   Rounders: U12 v Sevenoaks (H)  
   Rounders: U11 A & B v Holmewood House (H)  
    Rounders U10 A & B v Holmewood House (A)  
1430   Cricket: U12 A v New Beacon (H) 
   Cricket U12 B v New Beacon (A)  
 
Thursday 15th June   
All day   Year 4 Residential to Hindleap Warren  
1000   Year 2 Play  
1115   Year 2 to Year 3 Transition Meeting for parents 
1430   Rounders: U8 A & B v Micklefield (A)  
1430   Cricket: U8 A, B, C and D v Yardley Court (H) 
 
Friday 16th June   
All day   Year 5 Evacuee Experience Day 
1600   Year 4 and Year 8 Residential Trips return 
1030 – 1130   HNEY Grandparents’ Coffee Morning 



 

 
 
“The whole talent show was such a triumph and the standard of talent all round was 
completely fabulous. I can well imagine as staff within the school you must all be brimming 
with pride seeing the confidence and joy of the children on the stage! I think we all nearly 
combusted watching the amazing Henry McCall (or Henry McCool as we like to call him!)!!” 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 


