
 
 
The Chapel Choir, in preparation for their Easter holiday visit to the International Music 
Festival being held in Verona, have been working incredibly hard over the past few weeks, 
rehearsing and finding strategies to overcome their not inconsiderable nerves.  They have 
really impressed me with their focus and their commitment and the improvement they have 
made is quite awe-inspiring.  If they perform to the best of their ability, they will blow the 
judges away and whilst the incredibly tough rigours of the competition may mean that we do 
not come home with a gold medal (or any medal at all), they will have done the school and 
the Music Department very proud.  It is their love of singing, and their joy of singing in a 
tightly knit group that is the most inspiring thing of all.  You cannot teach this.  It comes from 
within and is a true talent.  This week they sang to their parents at a special lunchtime 
concert and yesterday they visited the Nursery to sing to 120 children under the age of 5 
years who sat through the short programme spellbound by the music and the movement.  
The Chapel Choir will get to sing in some amazing venues in which world-wide opera stars 
have raised the roof and, on their day trip away from competition, may even get the 
gondoliers reaching for their ice creams with a spot of impromptu performance in Venice. For 
me, the progress they have made has already won them the competition. Letôs see what the 
Festival adjudicators think!  
 

  
 

Continuing the Italian theme, it was the turn of Year 4 this week to don the costumes and 
adopt the manners of the Italiansô ancient ancestors, the Romans. In a day blessed with 
brilliant sunshine, Mr MacDougall, Miss Parr, Mr Kemp and Mrs Hood masterminded a day 
of learning and activity in and around the Baily Building.   
 

  

Congratulations to Freya D and Phoebe H who both received news this news of their 
success in recent singing exams.  Freya received a distinction for her Grade 4 with 
Phoebe picking up a óSuper Meritô for her Grade 2 exam.  Well done girls! 



 
In the foundry, shields were forged and decorated ready for battle drill and in the villaôs 
Dining Hall a special lunch was laid out for the array of ravenous gods, goddesses, soldiers, 
gladiators and men and women of Rome to enjoy.  The costumes were, the best yet with Mr 
Kemp showing off his knees in a rather short, but nonetheless fetching, toga!  I was 
particularly impressed with the children who came as the Roman gods and goddesses. 
During my brief time in the car park at drop off I recognised Diana, the Goddess of Hunting, 
Jupiter, the Father of Gods, Neptune the God of the Sea and Venus, the Goddess of Love.  
Thank you to everyone who embraced the spirit of the day so well. Veni, Vidi, Vici sixty times 
over! 
 

 
 
This week my long-awaited and much anticipated Lupercus landed on my desk with the 
biggest thump of all recent editions.  Immediately it brought back fond memories of a year in 
which we watched the Baily Building rise from a most enormous hole in the ground.  I took 
delight in re-reading, and reading for the first time, the childrenôs creative writing and activity 
reports.   
 

 
 
displayed on it, seemingly printed upside down, needed a 180-degree twist before the start 
of the new academic year was chronicled in words and pictures.  Copies have been sent 
home to all families from Oak to Year 8, and to our Year 8 leavers whose last year at 
Hazelwood features prominently.   I trust that these, by now, have made it back safely and 

Across its 100 pages, 
Lupercus reminds us of 
the depth and breadth of 
life at Hazelwood.  It 
captures the delight with 
which staff and pupils 
alike embrace all aspects 
of the curriculum and how, 
from somewhere, we all 
pack so much into one 
fleeting academic year.  
The double front cover 
floored me for a moment 
until I realised that the 
cover with the Baily 
Building image proudly  

If you have not received your emailed copy of the letter from the Chair of Governors with 
the 2017-18 fee sheet, do please contact the school office to request a copy. 



that you will find time, over the restful Easter holidays, to enjoy a trip down Memory Lane.  
Additional copies can be requested from bursar@hazelwoodschool.com 
 
And finally, the children at the Nursery and in Chestnut were very excited when the Easter 
Bunny came to visit leaving behind chocolate eggs for them to enjoy.  I hope that the smiles 
on their faces continue to beam throughout the Easter Holidays and that their appetites for 
chocolate are suitably satiated, all in the spirit of healthy eating!  Have a very Happy Easter! 
 

  
 

For a list of emails/letters/texts sent home each week please see the óNotice Boardô further 
down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

The Easter Bunny has been very busy at HNEY this week with Easter egg hunts and Easter 
activities across the site.  Who knew that hunting for eggs could be so beneficial for the 
childrenôs counting and adding skills!  The children enjoyed listening to the Verona Choir 
singing on Thursday, when Mrs Louw brought her choir down to HNEY for a short 
performance and a sing along session accompanied by some very talented musicians from 
the main site.  Jona the lamb made a visit to the nursery and, much like his sister, was a 
very welcome addition to the HNEY gang. 
 

   
 
Fledglings 1 have continued to look at the óDown by the Cool of the Poolô book and have 
been singing a variety of frog and counting songs.  They have spent lots of time enjoying the 



warmer, drier weather in the garden and have been making cotton wool clouds for their night 
and day board.   
 
The children of Fledglings 2 have been making Easter cards, planting more cress and 
watching the last batch grow, creating animal masks and enjoying lots of garden play on 
their decking. 
 
Top Robins have been on a Bear Hunt and listened to the Bear Hunt story in the Wigloo 
outside in the garden.  The children have enjoyed mud painting and creating pictures using 
nature as well as going on a colour hunt around the HNEY site. 
 
Bottom Robins have continued to look at dinosaurs.  They have been watching dinosaurs 
emerge from ice, digging for dino-eggs in the sand and have created dinosaur footprint 
pictures. 
 
In Skylarks the children have been painting flowers and looking at the makeup of a flower, 
naming all of the different parts.   They have explored farm animals and the names of their 
babies, for example sheep and lamb, horse and foal.   They have continued with their 
phonics but have also been looking at word endings as well as the beginning sounds.  And 
finally, the children enjoyed hunting for eggs and adding up their totals. 

Oak have learnt how Easter is celebrated around the world this week.  They have enjoyed 
making Easter cards and Easter baskets. They were excited when the Easter Bunny left 
them a letter and have enjoyed writing their replies, hoping he may return with an Easter 
surprise. 
 
Mrs Taylor's class performed their assembly, working as a team to retell a version of "The 
Enormous Watermelon", talking about what they want to be when they grow up and singing 
the Farmer Pete song which teaches number bonds to ten. They spoke very clearly and 
everyone was very proud of them. 
 
And finally, we wish you all, whether at Nursery, home or abroad, a very happy Easter break 
and look forward to seeing everybody back for the Summer term on Tuesday, 25th April. 
 
Reminders for next week w/c Monday 3rd April 
For any administrative queries out of term time please contact Mary Ann Fioroni on 
fioronim@hazelwoodschool.com (am) or Adele Saunders on 
saundersa@hazelwoodschool.com (pm) between 8am ï 5pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have not received your emailed copy of the letter with the 2017-18 fee sheet and 
the FEE confirmation letter, do please contact the nursery office to request a copy. 

This is a very welcome letter regarding the continuation of the FEE. Many thanks to 
all those who no doubt had to endure lots of meetings to get to this solution.          
Nice work! 
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News from Hazelwood 

  

E-Safety Resource News 
With the rise of childrenôs digital exposure and use of technology we have found a useful 
magazine that offers advice from a range of professionals and experts on subjects ranging 
from Social Network safety tips and ôSextingô to setting parental controls on apps and 
devices and cyber-crime. It is designed to best provide you with information and advice on 
how to keep your child safe when they are online. This includes helping children to keep 
themselves safe, helping parents face up to the dangers out there and face up to speaking 
to their children about them and information on the latest technological advances and 
dangers out there.  The school has ordered 300 hard copies of the publication but the web 
link is posted below for ease of immediate access. 
 

There are many websites with advice out there but Vodafoneôs óDigital Parenting Magazineô 
is very clear and well written, putting lots of useful information in one place. As a school we 
take online security very seriously and teach and encourage good habits to keep your 
children safe and wanted to share this with you to help us all be proactive in best supporting 
our children.  
 
James Walton, Designated Safeguard Lead  
 
http://vodafonedigitalparenting.co.uk/ 

All eyes are on the teacher in Skylarks as the children further extend their number 
skills.  Counting and collaboration were very much the order of the day when building 
this massive LEGO construction. 

http://vodafonedigitalparenting.co.uk/


  

The Nutshell really loves the picture of Sir Winston Churchill drawn by Max A. It has rally 
captured the mood and character of Britainôs wartime leader down to the size of the 
tremendous cigar. Congratulations too to Caitlin LeF, daughter of TA Mrs Lefevre.  Caitlin, 
who completed her work experience at Hazelwood last summer, has qualified to represent 
GB at the ITU World Championships in the summer. She will be doing the aquathlon and 
duathlon events.  

This has been made possible by the encouragement of Mr Lloyd and Mrs Falconer who 
suggested she came to the triathlon club when she was here as Amy Forshaw was coming 
to speak to the older children about her experiences. Amy spotted Caitlin and said to Mr 
Lloyd to tell Caitlin to contact her if we would like some advice as she believes Caitlin is very 
talented. We took her on as Caitlin's trainer in September and the results speak for 
themselves together with the coaching she gets at Caterham. 

Caitlin ultimately wants to represent GB at the Olympics in the triathlon and is living proof 
that dreams do come true if you put your heart and soul into following them.  Caitlin is 
looking for sponsorship too so if you know of anybody able to help, please get in touch via 
bursar@hazelwoodschool.com 

  

 

Don't Forget the Library over the Holidays! 

Book Reviews are very welcome (3 housepoints per review) if you have read a great book 
over the holidays! 

Postcards always lovely to receive telling us where you are and what you are reading (2 
housepoints per card). Please send to Mrs Wisniewski and Mrs Dymoke at school. 

Photos of pupils reading over the holidays (2 housepoints per photo). 

Photos of a library anywhere you are over the holidays with the name of the library visible 
(excluding Hazelwood and Oxted libraries!) Or a good bookshop you have visited with its 
name visible (3 housepoints per photo). Any additional information on the library or 
bookshop welcome Eg Mouse Bookshop, Whistling Lane, Old Barstoke, Hampshire - we 
visited this bookshop and loved it! It had a great children's section and a garden we could 
read in too! I discovered a new author called.................... 

Photos can be emailed to wisniewskin@hazelwoodschool.com or 
dymokek@hazelwoodschool.com  
 

THANKYOU and Happy Easter to you all! 

mailto:wisniewskin@hazelwoodschool.com
mailto:dymokek@hazelwoodschool.com


   
 

  
 

  
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
This term Glee club has been on a Monday with Mrs Ford and myself, Miss Parr. The girls have all worked 
incredibly hard at singing and dancing. They learnt three short routines and performed them this week. They 
were superb! All the girls should be incredibly proud of themselves and keep singing and dancing! Thank you for 
all your hard work girls, yours full of glee, Miss Parr and Mrs Ford.  

 
 

    

We came, we saw, we conquered. Year 4 Roman Day 2017 


