
 
 
Over the Easter holidays I had the privilege of accompanying thirty-one musicians to Verona 
to participate in the city’s highly prestigious International Choral Festival.  I had the equal 
delight and pride to return (luckily with the same thirty-one children) three days later with a 
gold trophy squirreled away in our hand luggage and the words that we had been placed 
second overall in the whole competition ringing in my ears.  Four days later and those words 
have only just sunk in, been processed and caused a smile to break out across my face.  I 
have never been more proud of our school than when Mrs Young and I stood on the stage of 
the Philharmonic Hall to receive our award, the Union Jack held aloft behind us. The children 
sang beautifully, presenting the varied programme with a charm and enjoyment which 
captured the hearts of the international adjudicators and audiences.  Some battled with 
home sickness, others with the over-riding desire to sit in the sun and eat gelato.  All 
however came together as a body of sound that rang out and put Hazelwood School Chapel 
Choir on the international map. We sang for ourselves.  We sang for our friends who were 
unable to join us for the trip.  We sang for the school.  We sang for those families who had 
travelled to Verona to lend their support and encouragement.  We sang for the experience of 
standing alongside adult and junior choirs from countries such as Croatia, Ireland, Sweden, 
USA and of course, Italy.  Never in our dreams did we think we were singing for GOLD!  
 

  
 
Outside of the competition, there were many highlights of the trip. For me, these include our 
impromptu singing in the Arena of Verona, the site, in ancient times gone by, of ferocious 
gladiatorial battles, the Friendship Concert held in the stunning Church of Marcellise and the 
day we spent in Venice riding the gondolas and eating ice cream! (Thank you to Mrs Carew-
Gibbs for bursting into operatic song as we navigated the narrow Venetian canals).  I am 
sure that the children, and staff who accompanied the trip, each have their own memories. I 
hope they will be as happy and be remembered as fondly as mine.  Thank you to the 
children for their focus, manners and spirit throughout the trip. It was a pleasure to share the 
adventure with you all.  Thanks too to the staff who all go the extra mile and beyond to 
ensure that our pupils have the very best and safest of times.  And thank you to the parents 
who supported the trip, from home and in Italy.  Knowing that you were all behind us gave us 
confidence and desire to do our very best.  Romeo and Juliet have made Verona the city of 
love.  We LOVED every minute of our time in this most beautiful of places. 
 

Congratulations to Charlotte Dancy, Katie Falconer and Louise Scott who all completed 
the London Marathon on Sunday.  Through the aches and pains on Monday they were 
delighted with their times and thoroughly enjoyed the experience of Race Day.   



 
 
“I am still feeling so happy and floaty following your (the choir’s) amazing result in Verona – 
you really are the most amazing choir mistress – and what you get out of the children year-
on-year is pure magic.  I really do worry about letting you out into the international arena in 
case someone tries to steal you!” 
 
 
 
The children, equally lucky to join this year’s ski trip, LOVED every minute of their time in 
Andorra.  Blessed with the most perfect of conditions – fresh snowfall and plenty of sunshine 
and blue skies, the children took to the slopes eager to show off their skills and to learn new 
ones.  With Miss Wilson slightly incapacitated with an elbow fracture, it was up to Messrs 
Fotheringham, Kemp and Lloyd to try to keep up with our intrepid and talented masters of 
the snow-plough, parallel turn and slalom.  And keep up they did introducing a not 
unsurprising element of competition into the time on and off the slopes.  When the party 
weren’t hurtling down green, blue, red and even black runs, they were enjoying the more 
leisurely and traditional pursuits of playing cards, scrabble and dominoes proving that life 
without electronic gadgets is possible.  My thanks go to the staff quartet who kept the 
children entertained and safe throughout the week and to the pupils whose maturity and 
sense of fun made one of the more daunting visits for staff leading an overseas trip, a 
pleasure. 
 

  
 

 

Good luck to Mrs Tulett who is off to the Isle of Wight to complete her 100k through-the-
night walk in support of NSPCC.  We will all be thinking of you and willing you on in the 
early hours of Sunday morning. We know you can do it!  



And finally a big ‘Welcome Back’ to everyone to the start of what promises to be an action-
packed summer term.  Already this week the weather has played tricks on us and interrupted 
the start of the cricket season with hailstones and cold winds.  Professor Brainstorm has 
been in for the Prep School’s Science Week with his elephant trumping bucket, his laughing 
chicken, freezing flowers and banana hammer!  The Quidditch and Ultimate Frisbee after 
school clubs got underway and Year 2 have been creating largescale outdoor art as they 
begin their world-wide investigations under the theme of Up, Up and Away.  Impromptu 
rehearsals are being held on the Baily Building terrace in anticipation of the Talent Show 
auditions. The children in Oak Reception returned excited about the start of Pet Week and 
the bursting into life of all things plant-like across the site over the holidays will aid Skylarks’ 
study of plants and how things grow.  Exciting times ahead. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a list of emails/letters/texts sent home each week please see the ‘Notice  
Board’ further down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

The children have returned to HNEY with a spring in their steps and renewed energy as we 
head into the Summer term.  It is lovely to see so many happy faces on site and even the 
attempted snow/hail in the middle of the week didn’t put a dampener on spirits.  The children 
have come back to a flurry of activity across the site. 
 
Fledglings 1 have been getting stuck in to their new pink playdough.  They have created 
story sacks and looked at different nursery rhymes.  The children have enjoyed finding 
different objects under plant pots of varying size and then they have used some of the 
smaller plant pots to plant their own parsley and basil seeds.  Thus showing that even the 
youngest of our nursery children have the skills to be green fingered. 
 
Fledglings 2 have also been exploring some new playdough, creating dough bugs and 
wiggly worms.  The children have enjoyed printing with vegetables and making apple print 
lady birds.  They have also had enormous fun creating large scale paintings for their display 
boards. 
 
Top Robins have been looking at letter shapes and sounds and have been using puzzles to 
help them do this.  The children enjoyed playing with moon sand and creating their own 
cardboard sandals with threading holes for their laces. 
 

The children of Year 2 worked successfully as a team and collaboratively in groups to 
create this life-size balloon art installation on Bank Pitch.  As the winds picked up 
towards the end of the lesson, the balloon seemed to ‘lift off’ as pieces of their creation 
were swept across the grass.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bottom Robins have been looking at transport this week and have created a role play garage 
area and enjoyed making trains out of egg cartons to put on their train tracks.  They have 
taken back the bake off crown this week with their traffic light biscuits – going, going – gone! 
 

  
 
 
 
 

This week in Skylarks the children have been looking at how plants grow. They have 
enjoyed the garden centre role play area where they have been using money to pay for 
plants. They have created their own paper plants in pots that have acted as the produce to 
sell to the green fingered customers. The children have enjoyed taking care of the plants 
outside and have ensured that they have remained watered. The focus story for this week 
has been’ Jack and the Bean Stalk’. The children have enjoyed listening to and responding 
to the story as well as creating their own beanstalk.  The children made individual leaves and 
have worked hard on counting the leaves and writing numbers in numerical order on them.  
 
This week Oak have enjoyed reading the book "Little Hotchpotch" which is about an animal 
which is made up of different animals.  The children have enjoyed creating their own 
Hotchpotch animals drawing, painting and working on the computer. They have also worked 
in pairs, being encouraged to listen to their friend's ideas. 
 
Oak have also welcomed Monty and Scarlett who have settled happily into the new routines. 
 
 
Reminders for next week and w/c Tuesday 2nd May 
HNEY Closed Monday 1st May – May Bank Holiday 
Tuesday 2nd May – NO Oak swimming 
Wednesday 3rd May – HNEY Reps Meeting (please let your reps know if you have any 
comments/questions to be raised at this meeting) 
Wednesday 3rd May – Oak walking Visit to Oxted Library 
 

The children in Skylarks prepare the growing pots for their cress caterpillars.  Meanwhile 
outside, the beans, strawberries and leeks are growing tall and strong.   

 

 

 



 

  
 

   
 

   
 

  
 

From Verona to Venice  



News from Hazelwood 

Well done to all the school’s musicians who took ABRCM and Trinity Music exams.  All 
passed and some pupils were awarded distinctions for their efforts.   Many had prepared by 
entertaining friends and parents at the informal Friday lunchtime concerts giving them 
experience of performance and confidence when playing to an audience.  Full results appear 
later in the Nutshell. 

Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Campbell-Ratcliff on the happy arrival of their second 
daughter, born on St George’s Day.  Mother and daughter are all doing well.  Isabella is 
looking forward to being a very helpful big sister. 

An Introduction to Boarding 
Tonbridge and Benenden Schools are hosting a combined event in London entitled “An 
Introduction to Modern Boarding” on Monday 15th May.  The evening, which will be led by 
Tim Haynes, the Headmaster at Tonbridge, and Mrs Sam Price, the Headmistress at 
Benenden, will help parents to better understand the ethos which allows pupils to flourish as 
boarders in our schools, as well as giving an insight into the broad and varied life of a 
boarder. There will be contributions from housemasters, housemistresses, parents and 
students from the two schools as well as the Heads. 
  
There are still a few spaces left so if any parents or staff would be interested in attending 
they should sign up via www.tonbridge-school.co.uk/modernboarding or by calling 01732 
304297. 
 
 

 

Library news! 
Chiddingstone Literary Festival this Bank Holiday Weekend! See website for ticket 
availability! www.chiddingstonecastle.org/literary-festival 
  
Remember to return library books! Many thanks for the postcards and wonderful photos of 
children reading in the holidays and of libraries in different parts of the country and world! 
Also for the excellent book reviews.  
  
Fourteen pupils in years 5/6 took part in the Awesome Book Awards over the course of this 
academic year, reading five new fiction books, and voting for their favourite.  On Thursday 
4th May, we will be going to Cranleigh Prep School to attend the Awards ceremony. More on 
this in next week's Nutshell! 
 
  

 

Growing Strongly 
The Nutshell hopes that everyone’s sunflowers took 
advantage of the lovely weather over the Easter break to put 
down strong root systems and to start their upward surge 
towards the sun.  Mrs Bilbrough looks forward to reading your 
observations about how plants grow and what factors most 
affect them.  This TED project took a slightly different path to 
others in the past where pupils have been given more free 
rein to consider an aspect of interest from within a broad 
theme.  For those of you who have missed this sense of 
investigative freedom, rest assured future TED projects will 
return to this state of unfettered creativity.   Mr Walton’s 
sunflower is at the end of this week’s Nutshell. 

Good Luck to all our Year 6 pupils who have thrown their hats into the Y7 Scholarship 
ring. I am sure you will do yourselves and the school proud.  Relax over the weekend so 
you can give of your best when the assessments get underway next week. 

http://www.tonbridge-school.co.uk/modernboarding
http://www.chiddingstonecastle.org/literary-festival


Thank you to all the parents who came along to hear Dick Moore’s talk on Mental Health in 
Children on Wednesday evening.  Feedback for this very important and topical presentation 
continues to be glowing and insightful.  I am glad that so many of you found it interesting and 
supportive.    
 

Congratulations to Charlotte Alexander, a past pupil of Hazelwood School who competed 
in and won the U15 Mini London Marathon race on Sunday.  Charlotte not only crossed the 
finish line, she beat the course record coming home in 16 minutes and 23 seconds.  Winners 
of the Junior races in London are often seen as the names to watch in the future of British 
middle and long distance running.  Well done Charlotte – a fantastic achievement. 
 

   

 

Driving towards his dreams 
James M (Y7) was lucky enough to be invited to spend his Easter holidays playing top level 
junior golf in the sunshine state of Florida.  It was an amazing opportunity for James and one 
which he had every intention of seizing hold of with both hands before a venomous spider on 
Day 2 took a shine to him.  With true Hazelwood grit, James battled through the pain and 
finished in a style which earned him a place in the U14 category.  Here he came up against 
US Junior State Champions and courses with greens like glass.    
 
Week Two was a mixed bag of some great playing and some moments, struggling with the 
surface of the greens which responded to and magnified every subtle switch of the putter.  It 
all ended well with James being invited to change his US plans and make his way to the 
hugely prestigious David Leadbetter Academy at the aptly named Champions’ Gate in 
Florida.  Here he received a week of world class professional coaching from David himself 
and his team of top state coaches.  James even had a practice station built around his style 
of play, set up specially to focus on his targeted areas of improvement. 
 
The Nutshell is delighted to report that James has been invited to stay with the Academy and 
as a result he will continue to receive top quality coaching and access to the very best 
tournaments across the country.  
 
Well done James.  Your talent, determination and calm demeanor have taken you one step 
nearer to realising your dreams. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Tulett is walking the whole way round the Isle of Wight, with Action Challenge. 
Starting at 7am and finishing when she has walked the whole 106km round to the start line 
again, Mrs T will be walking all day and all night.  

She was hours from death a year ago and it sparked something inside of her so profound 
that she felt the need to remember where she was, whilst at the same time raising money for 
the NSPCC. As a teacher every child matters and she loves her profession and the 
difference it can make.  
 

So if you can spare a fiver or 2 please sponsor Kate. She has been so overwhelmed with the 
support so far... Thank you already to those of you who have sponsored her.  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/What-Kate-did-next 

   

James with David Leadbetter, James relaxing after a good round and brushing up on 
his technique at his personalised driving range. 

The school is delighted to be sending 
home the first of a series of brilliantly put 
together magazines which explain, in 
simple and comprehensible terms, all 
there is to know about the digital age and 
gaming.  A copy will be given to the 
oldest child in each family.  Something to 
dip into over the Bank Holiday weekend.  
By Monday we will all be experts and 
able to understand what are children are 
talking about!! 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/What-Kate-did-next


 

  

   

“Thank you for all your hard work in giving my children such an incredible experience.  They 
both came home absolutely buzzing about their adventure.  They are so proud of the 
school's achievements and also really understand how hard work truly does pay off! 

They have told us excitedly about performing in beautiful concert venues, gondola rides, 
meeting choirs from other nations, the most delicious flavours of ice-cream in the world, 
listening to other choirs performing…as well as the sheer joy of winning something...with so 
much attention to detail, equally shared between the singing and the tourist trails. 

 We are so grateful for them being able to be part of something so special…” 
 

  

 
 

We just wanted to thank everyone involved for making the Verona trip such a 
memorable experience.  My daughter had the most fantastic time, and is already 
complaining that she won't get the opportunity to go on a second Chapel Choir tour 
before leaving Hazelwood. It was her first time abroad without us, and has left her with 
some really special memories. Their (well-deserved!)  amazing achievement was the 
icing on the cake. 

 

 



The tip of the iceberg 
This week the children have been discussing how success doesn’t just happen, but takes 
time and effort – much of which is unseen. We used the analogy of an iceberg. We only see 
around 10% of an iceberg above water, the 90% that is below the surface is hidden from us. 
This is like success.  We looked at the words and actions behind success and in particular 
those that aren’t always seen in the final achievement, but which are key to help us get 
there. Our Iceberg of Success is just the starting point for children to start their thinking into 
how they can continue to achieve and be successful in school and beyond, and what things 
to manage carefully and equally what to avoid along the way which may derail their ambition 
.  

 



 

  

 

 

 

Miss Clayton’s collection of Dowling 
Duckmobilia grew following the 
holidays when Trinny and Charlie 
presented her with their Easter 
gifts. Miss Clayton was delighted – 
she is absolutely quackers for 
anything fluffy and yellow! 

Learning the rudiments of Quidditch took its toll, not on the children (who all had a whale 
of a time) but on the broomsticks.  After just one session they have been sent back to the 
workshop of Mr Oleander (aka Mrs Bean) for some remedial repairs.  They will be fit for 
flying again next week! 



Professor Brainstorm conjures up a magical science show 
Trumping buckets and laughing chickens helped Years 3 and 4 to a better understanding of 
Sound using only yoghurt pots, buckets and string. Professor Brainstorm played a mean 
'clarinet' using different length hosepipes to show how to vary pitch and conducted students 
in a rendition of Jingle Bells played on plastic pipes. 
 

  
 

Years 1 and 2 learned how electricity works by holding hands to make a complete circuit. 
They watched Professor Brainstorm freeze a banana in liquid nitrogen which he used to 
hammer in a nail. 
 
One budding scientist left the theatre confident in the knowledge that his glasses can be 
used to make fire!!! Staff on duty should keep an eye out for a small boy wearing glasses, 
near combustible materials on a sunny day.  
 

  
 
Years 5 and 6 learned about up-thrust by levitating ping pong balls with straws only to be 
upstaged by Professor Brainstorm using a football and a leaf blower do the same.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

By far the most exciting 
display was Professor 
Brainstorm's spud gun made 
from copper pipe and 
triggered by a stick which 
when fired propelled a lump 
of potato across the theatre 
splatting against the side 
wall. Sorry Mrs Housego!  
 
Mrs Bilbrough 
Head of Science 
 

 



Ski Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday! 
On Sunday 2nd April children from Year 3 to 8 met Miss Wilson, Mr Lloyd, Mr Fotheringham 
and Mr Kemp at Gatwick airport ready to set off on the 2017 Hazelwood ski trip! The 
children, all wearing their ski hats, were very excited and after some goodbye hugs from the 
parents we were ready to begin our journey to Granvalira in Andorra.  After a short flight and 
coach journey through the mountains, we arrived at the resort and were pleased to see a 
thick coating of snow on the ground with more flakes just beginning to fall. Our good fortune 
continued throughout the week with beaming sunshine during the days and more fresh 
powder falling some evenings. We couldn't have asked for better ski conditions. 
  
After settling in and getting our skis we were ready and raring to go first thing on Sunday 
morning. Harry E was easily identifiable in his red devil hat and, as the smallest member of 
our group, made an immediate impression with the ski instructors who split our group of 18 
into 3 ski ability groups. Edward M and James S had never skied before but, after just one 
morning, were ready to get off the nursery slopes and join the other 2 ski groups on the main 
slopes. Wow! We were very lucky with the amount of runs the resort provided and spent the 
week exploring not only Pas de la Casa, where we were staying, but the other towns that 
make up the Grandvalira ski area. We skied an abundance of blue, red and black runs and 
also spent some time in the snow park where Mr Kemp landed (and did not land) some 
interesting jumps.  Daniel H, who also skied with us last year, proved himself to be just as 
daring but really worked on his technique this year and came back from the trip much 
improved.  
 

 
 
Everything about the trip was fantastic; the slopes were powder covered, the hotel rooms 
were enormous, the food was plentiful and the crepes were delicious. More important than 
this though was the children's behaviour and my goodness did they do us proud!  
  
I am already looking forward to the next trip. Will you be joining us? 
 
Miss Wilson 

  

 

 

We were also thrilled to find 
out that Pas de la Casa was 
hosting the speed skiing 
World Cup during our stay. 
We skied over and watched 
the professionals shooting 
down their run at huge 
speeds and even received a 
tweet form one of the British 
team whom we had met 
during the day! 

It was brilliant to be able to 
watch this competition as 
well as swim, build 
snowmen and have quizzes 
and movie nights which all 
enhanced the experience of 
being away from home with 
your friends.  
 



The children in Oak this week have been creating their own Hotchpotch animals from the 
parts of different animals.  They have been thinking about what attributes each body part 
has and how to combine these skills to create the best animal for different habitats and 
roles.  Outside, they had to work as a team to keep the tricycle snake heading in the 
same direction.     

All sys- STEMs go! 
Thursday was a busy day for the STEM subjects in the Willow building. Not only did 
Professor Brainstorm lead our pupils in a fun filled day of explosion and liquid nitrogen fueled 
investigation, but also a selection of our mathematicians from Years 8, 7 and 6 tackled the 
UKMT Junior Maths Challenge. 
 

Aimed primarily at Year 8, more than 250,000 pupils in the UK and overseas pit their 
knowledge against a set of challenging Maths problems. 
 

Our results are already on their way to the University of Leeds for marking and I know our 
pupils are already excited to know how that fared. 
 

Here is an example from a previous year.  Can you solve it? 
Answer next week! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A huge thank you to all that supported the 
Royal Marsden Charity shopping evening 
before Easter. We had a great turn out, 
tempted by canapés and prosecco and the 
world’s best raffle!! I hear some people are still 
eating their way through their solid chocolate 
Easter Eggs. We raised a total of £648 for the 
Marsden school room. They are delighted and 
happy to be able to replace very old text books 
and resources.  

Mrs Bean  

 

  

 



Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining 
room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the 
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings 
their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these 
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 
 

 



 



 

News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 
 

Sports Department 

 
Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday 
morning. If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in 
time for the assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the 
school.  Thank you. 

              

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been sent home this week.  If you need a duplicate copy, please 
contact the School Office. 
 
Year 5 Boys                        Tonbridge School Registration 
Verona Choir:                     Photobook register of interest 
Years 6-8:                             Revision Tips Evening Invitation 
Various                                Cup Engraving (recipients of Final Assembly/Spring Term                                                       
    awards 
Year 5     Titsey Farm Trip 
 

 

Key Events for Next Week 

 
Monday 1       All day May Day Bank Holiday 
  
Tuesday 2      All week Year 7 Hazelwood Scholarships 

All week Talent Show auditions 
All day Year 3 Blacklands Farm Residential 

  
Wednesday 3  All day Year 3 Blacklands Farm Residential 

0850    HNEY Form Reps meeting 
0900- 
1200    Oak Trip to Oxted Library 

Mountain bike for sale  

Good condition, suit age 11/12 upwards. 
£50 (just had full service). Smaller boy's 
bike £25. 

Please contact Mrs Dymoke on 07804 
141 145.  

 

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com


1430    Rounders: U13 A & B v Aberdour AWAY 
1430    Rounders: U11 C v Russell House AWAY 
1430    Rounders: U10 C v Russell House HOME 
1430    Cricket: 2nd XI, Colts A, B and C v Hawthorns HOME 
1430    Cricket: 1st XI, 3rd XI, Colts D, E and F v Hawthorns AWAY 

  
Thursday 4      1430    Cricket: U9 A, B and C v Hawthorns AWAY 

1430    Cricket: U8 A, B and C v Hawthorns HOME 
  
Friday 5           All day Year 5 North Downs Walk to Titsey Farm 

All day 2T/1L Forest Schools 
0845    HPA Form Reps Meeting 
1800- 
1930    Revision Tips Evening for Parents and Pupils (Upper School) 
 

Saturday 6th   1315  National IAPS Swimming finals  
 

 

Staked for extra support and sitting in 
a light and airy position, Mr Walton’s 
sunflower seems to be doing well.  
Will it be the tallest? The strongest?  
Carry the brightest flower?  Only time 
will tell. 



 



 
 



 


