
 
 

   
 
The fourth Hazelwood Hero Bear Triathlon was an absolute triumph on Sunday and brought 
together the whole school community in an event which was blessed with glorious sunshine 
from start to finish.  Pavilion pitch came alive from very early on Sunday morning as 
competitors and spectators arrived ready to take their place on the start line.  At 9.30am the 
first adult swimmer entered the pool and they kept on coming until over 300 members of the 
Hazelwood community had overcome nerves and excitement to dive in at the deep end and 
begin their quest either for glory or survival!  Thank you to the organisers, to the competitors 
and to the spectators.  You all played your part in making the event such a resounding 
success, starting the term off with a loud and ringing BANG!   
 
There were many highlights of the morning but one of the most compelling images was 
seeing adults (teachers and parents) running at the same time as some of the children, 
motivating one another, having a quick laugh and then continuing to the finish line.  At transit 
areas we had parents, staff and children helping and supporting one another, all working 
towards the common goal to raise money for the charity. Some may consider whether they 
participate next time around, others may have been shamed into taking part. Whatever the 
result of seeing the blood, sweat and tears, I trust that the event will remain ever popular and 
firmly rooted in the school calendar.  Keep collecting the sponsorship money – our fund 
raising total is nudging ever closer to the £100,000 for the four Hero Bear triathlons run to 
date.  A special thank you assembly was held on Monday to show our appreciation to Mr 
Powney, Mrs Mylet, Mrs Dickens, Mrs Davis and Mr Wood who led the organisation of the 
event and ensured its impeccable and smooth running. 
 

   
 

Well done to Charlie D for stopping to help Alex back up on his feet during the cycle 
part of the triathlon.  Special mention too to Marcus L who arrived first to help and left 
last after all the clearing up had been done.  Service beyond the call of duty but very 
much appreciated nonetheless. 



   
 

   
 

    
 
Elsewhere the weekend had got off to an equally fabulous start with the Year 7 camp out.  
Boasting a distinctly western/cow-person theme, the children arrived dressed in Stetsons 
and other dubious south American headgear. They were given the chance to lasso a pair of 
cows (and inadvertently each other) on the top tennis court and to sit around the camp fire 
chewing the cud long into the night.  Much fun and not much sleep, was had by all. Thanks 
to Mrs Phillimore for raiding the saddlery and to the other teachers who gave up their 
comfortable beds and their beauty sleep to ensure that the year started off with a Yee Haa! 
for the pupils of Year 7.  
 
It has been the most exhilarating start to a new academic year and I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my first full week as Head.  Bathed in sunshine, both sites have been buzzing with 
the sounds of excited and focussed children and learning.  A few have needed an extra 
nudge to get to classes at a speed slightly faster than a chilled out, beach holiday pace but 
on the whole my job has been more about getting involved with them in lessons, praising 
their terrific behaviour and attitude and making plans for their most promising of futures.  I 
have enjoyed meeting many of the parents at the Information Evenings held this week and I 

The 4th Hero Bear Triathlon: September 2016. Let the fun begin! 



trust that you will all feel able to approach me or any member of the staff team if you have a 
question or if we can help with a concern.  On the main school site, the children are loving 
the Baily Building and through the glass, I can see them making their purposeful way to and 
from lessons.   As the darker nights creep in, I cannot wait to see the corridors lit up against 
the blackening sky and to witness the children going about their day inside whilst autumn 
and winter weather buffets the exterior.  This is yet another aspect of the building’s design 
which I think will impress.  On the nursery site the settling in continues. Whilst there have 
been some tears as children adjust to the new routine, I know that there have smiles, 
chuckles and cuddles too.  Be assured that any frowns are quickly turned upside down as 
the day’s activities unfold.   
 

   
 
And finally, by popular demand, the parents’ choir is returning to Hazelwood.  If you enjoy 
singing, regardless of whether you can or cannot sing, please think about joining us.  
Rehearsals are likely to be on a Friday afternoon around pick-up and our first (and maybe 
last!) performance is as part of the Gala Concert being planned for the 9th of December. I 
would love to have a full strength choir so dust down your Aled Jones CD, turn up your diva 
controls and get practising in the morning shower.  Full details appear later in the Nutshell. 
 

For a list of emails/letters/texts sent home each week please see the ‘Notice Board’ further 
down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery 

The weather has been unusually hot and humid and the children and staff have coped 
admirably on some very sticky days. There has been lots of exploring and learning across 
the whole site. Fledglings 1 have enjoyed playing in the garden with water and sand 
play.  They have explored different sensory baskets and are beginning to make new friends 
and become more comfortable in their surroundings. Fledglings 2 have built and painted a 
big red bus and made animals to go in the bus.  They have also enjoyed getting messing 
with their foam and water play. A big thank you to all the staff but particularly those in 
Fledglings 2 for being so flexible and working so hard to ensure the children kept as cool as 
possible this week. 
 
Robins have been colour mixing and pointing. They have explored what things they like and 
have loved exploring all the new dressing up clothes. Top Robins also enjoyed a trip down to 
the lawn area making the most of the whole site. I have been very impressed by the children 
in music this week and pleased how well they have listened and joined in. PE was also a 
great success and the children have been thrilled to be able to fully explore all the equipment 
in the Andre Hall. 
   
Skylarks have been focusing on their ‘All about me’ topic this week. They have produced 
self-portraits, made playdough people and even begun to use the computer programme to 



create family pictures. Their very first swimming lesson was a real success and all the 
children tried really hard and thoroughly enjoyed their trip on the minibus. 
 
Oak have been creating their very own portraits and seeing how well they can write their 
names. They have also explored the 3 bears story and have drawn pictures about their 
favourite part. All of the Oak children were a delight during their first music lesson and their 
listening skills were amazing. Long may it last!  
 
Thank you to all the parents who attended our Information Evening, it was lovely to see so 
many of you there. If you were unable to attend please do not worry, we will try and email 
out some relevant notes to you all next week.  
 

Dates for diary: 
 
Tuesday 20th September    Nursery & Early Years Reps’ meeting.  

If parents have any questions, please pass them to us 
via the year group reps.  We still need a rep for 
Fledglings 1.  If you are interested please let Amanda 
Twyman know. 

 
Tuesday 27th September  Curriculum evening which will focus on phonics, 

reading and early maths skills. 
 

Skylarks make a splash 
On Monday afternoon, the Skylarks children had their first swimming lesson up on the 
Hazelwood site. All the children entered the water and enjoyed splashing the teachers to 
build up their confidence.  
 
As part of our topic on all about me, the children have been painting self-portraits. They all 
used mirrors to make sure they were using the right colours for all their features. 
 

  

 



 



News from Hazelwood 

  

Year 2 took their science lesson out into the sunshine on Tuesday.  Using water sprays, less 
to keep cool, than to replicate the action of sneezing, the children measured the distance 
that a sneeze can travel and considered all the reasons why it’s polite to put your hand over 
your mouth when sneezing. The discussed the carriage of germs and why a tickly nose 
could trigger a sneeze.  The longest ‘sneeze’ was 6.5 metres long! 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         What are the strange instruments being played by Y3 called? 



 

 

Year 3 get the pbuzz out of music making 
As part of our exciting programme of new musical opportunities at Hazelwood, 3R began 
playing the pBuzz today in their class music lessons with Mrs Roe.  These new musical 
instruments are plastic, lightweight, and designed to give our children the opportunity to 
experience playing a brass instrument in an easily accessible and fun way.    

Check out these instruments on www.pbuzz.co.uk .   

If your child would like a brass taster lesson with Mrs Yelf following this 
instrumental introduction please contact Mrs Sara Young Acting Director of Music on 
youngs@hazelwoodschool. 

And there's more...!  

We are delighted to confirm a Body Percussion Workshop with Ric Ellsworth on Wednesday 
28th of September for Years 2 and 3 - it’s going to be a 'fun-tastic' day! 

Thank you for your kind support, 

Sara Young 
Acting Director of Music 
 

 

 
 
Just a quick note to say a huge congratulations and thank you for organising such a fantastic 
event.  All the attention to detail you had put in made it such a fun, exciting, happy and 
seamless event.  All the participants and spectators had a great time - although clearly less 
exhausting for the spectators.   
 
 
 
 
Thank you to you and all your team and all the groundsmen and staff at school who made it 
such a wonderful event.  I can only begin to imagine the endless hours, stress, sleepless 
nights that you (and your team) have put in.  Thank you. 
 
It really was a day to remember and to think all in the aid of charity as well!! 
 

http://www.pbuzz.co.uk/


 

 

GALA CONCERT IN THE BAWTREE HALL  

(BAILY BUILDING) 
FRIDAY, 9TH DECEMBER 
 
As you will have seen in the School Calendar, the Grand Opening of the Baily Building 
will be taking place on Friday, 9th December at 7.00 pm with a Gala Concert.  Mrs Louw 
will be coordinating the adult choir and would welcome any parents who would like to 
join her and perform at this special occasion (no singing experience or talent needed, 
all welcome!)  Rehearsal times are to be confirmed, but are provisionally scheduled 
for Friday afternoons prior to pick up.  Please email to 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com if you would like to join Mrs Louw! 
 
CAROL SERVICE AT TONBRIDGE 
TUESDAY, 13TH DECEMBER 
CALLING ALL ALTO, TENOR and BASS SINGERS – WE NEED YOU! 
 
The adult choir is an integral part of our annual Carol Service being held at Tonbridge 
School on Tuesday, 13th December and is taken by Mrs Louw.  Weekly rehearsals are 
held on a Thursday and will start after half-term at 5.00 – 5.45 pm in the Chapel.  If you 
can spare some time, please join us and email to 
headspa@hazewoodschool.com.  We do understand that Choir members may not be 
able to attend all rehearsals due to work commitments and printed music and CDs will 
be provided.  Mrs Louw looks forward to hearing from you! 
 

 

Keeping it in the family 
The Twymans made the 4th Hero 
Bear Triathlon a family affair – 
Mrs T’s bro and sis and other 
halves and all their kids joined in.  
They all had the best day and 
thought the event was 
fantastically run, with an amazing 
atmosphere and just the right 
level of competition - a brilliant 
Hazelwood event!  
Praise indeed from the mother 
and daughter combination who 
were the inspiration behind the 
first ever Hero Bear 7 years ago. 
 

“10/10 for the double stream pick up! The road is clear outside school and yesterday I 
queued for 3 minutes, today I drove straight in, compared to two waits of 12-15 minutes 
last week and two very grumpy children (and mum).  Overall, a great improvement, 
thank you!” 
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Thanks again to Moya Slade for taking these wonderful shots of the Baily Building.  They 
really capture the sense of space and calm which pervades the corridors and classrooms.  If 
you want to step inside the building and have not had the chance so far, look out for details 

Inside the Baily Building II 

Please note that LAMDA lessons now have a permanent home.  Ms. Gash can now be 
found working her magic on the first floor in what was last year’s 5C classroom.   



of further tours which are being offered in the near future.  If you cannot wait and want to see 
it NOW, contact Nick tappin on bursar@hazelwoodschool.com 
 

EUROPEAN LANGUAGE DAY ANNOUNCEMENT:
Years 7 and 8:

The language competition is back on!

Starting date Wednesday 28th September, until Tuesday 
4th October 2016.

Your French teacher will give you your username and password details. 

You will also be able to check them on HALO.

Que le meilleur gagne!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 compete against students from across the globe for top spot

 real-time leaderboards to track the action as it happens

 over 630 school and student certificates to play for

 improve your foreign languages vocabulary at the same time

 top 25 students in the school will be certified as Genius

28th September 08:00 – 4th October 15:30 UK time

 



Year 8 trip to Rome and Sorrento  
The new year 8 began the academic year with a fantastic trip to Rome and Sorrento.  
Unperturbed by the 5am meeting at Gatwick and torrential rain on arrival in Fiumicino, the 
children covered many kilometres in Rome, taking in sights such as the Colosseum, the 
Piazza Navona and the Roman Pantheon.  The highlight for many in Italy’s capital was the 
phenomenal ice cream; choosing from 150 flavours was the biggest challenge that we faced 
on the trip.   
 

  
 
 
The Sorrento leg was a great mixture of culture and relaxation.  Pompeii and Herculaneum 
captured the imagination of the children, giving them a real insight into how the ancient 
Romans lived their lives.  We were also able to walk to the summit of Mount Vesuvius with 
perfectly clear skies; a first for this Classics teacher.   The children bonded fantastically on 
the trip; it was wonderful to see them gel as a group, learn, and above all have a large 
amount of fun.  Huge thanks to Miss Wills and late substitute Mrs Brighting for their 
enthusiasm and invaluable support on what was a magnificent trip.   
 

  

 

  



 
 
 

 
Year 7 CE Information Evening Thursday, 22nd September 
A reminder, if you have not already done so and wish to attend, please send a confirmation to 
theadspa@hazelwoodschool.com  Thank you. 
 

 

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com


Lower School Information Evening 
Thank you to everyone who came along to the Lower School Information Evening.  The 
weather was kind and refreshments were enjoyed on the Baily Building Terrace overlooking 
the view.  Mr Walton has hosted a summary of some of the key messages from his 
presentation on the Parents’ section of the website. Please follow the link below. 
http://www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/parents-244/ 
Parents are also reminded that LAMDA and music timetables are hosted in this area of the 
website too on a weekly basis.  Please see the right hand menu for the tabs which will take 
you directly to the information you may need for the completion of your child’s weekly activity 
timetable. Thank you. 
 
 

Year 3 are resourceful, resilient and ravenous! 
In the lovely September sunshine last Friday, Year 3 went out into the grounds for a team 
building afternoon. The children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and it was just fabulous to 
see them laughing and working together towards a common goal. Mrs Roe's group took on 
the challenge of the human knot. It didn't involve any rope at all but instead children holding 
hands (but not with the person next to them) and trying to unravel themselves. Much hilarity 
was had as they tried not to let go of each other! Mrs Ford's activity involved children going 
through a shark infested river where they could only stand 2 at a time in a hoop! They also 
had to organise themselves in height order without speaking- this was a challenge for 20 
very excited year 3s! 
  
Mr Kemp’s group spent the afternoon constructing 3D model villages from natural materials 
found in the woods. The maps were incredibly detailed and varied. They included; rivers, 
bridges, houses, roads, a large monolith, football stadiums and… a giant bird’s nest (why 
not). The new Year 3s were exceptionally resourceful and worked hard in their groups 
sharing out responsibilities and producing some fantastic models.    

Thank you to all the parents who bought in food, it was very welcomed by the children. We 
were very impressed by their manners and their behaviour. Finally, it was time for a little 'r n 
r' as they settled down to watch 'The Lorax’ 
 
We had all had a thoroughly fantastic time. Can't wait until High Ashurst! 
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The Year 8 prefects enjoy an early morning breakfast with Mrs Louw.  The children shared 
ideas for the year ahead. 

Some more Hazelwood pupils hungry for breakfast were the children of Oak 
Reception who retold and acted out the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  
For them there were no bacon sandwiches and croissants.  Instead they tucked, 
somewhat grizzily, into bowls of porridge; one too hot, one too cold and one just 
right!  



Hockey: Early Season Success 
Well done to all girls that have been training and playing matches in the last 2 weeks. The 
Year 3s have been very excited about wearing shin pads and gum shields for the first time 
and their dribbling skills are really coming along.  We have been making the most of training 
at the Edenbridge astro with our older girls and this has helped us on our way to some 
excellent victories in our first matches.  
 
Well done to the U13 A team for winning their first game against Radnor House 5-3. The 
U10 C and D teams were also both victorious with a 3-1 and 2-0 win respectively against 
Lingfield Notre Dame. Our team of the week however, goes to the U10 A team (pictured 
below) with a super 9-1 victory against Lingfield Notre Dame.  Regardless of whether we 
have won or lost, all girls have worked really hard in training and are really starting to 
improve their skills. Well Done! 
 

  
 
 

                                    

HPA 

HPA Annual Quiz Night - Thursday 29th September - 7.30pm for 8.00pm 
The annual HPA quiz night is nearly upon us and the HPA hopes that you will support this 
“free” social event.  Put together a table with your year group or other parents across the 
year groups up to a maximum of 10 people for each table.  It is a lively and very informal 
evening which is a good way for parents to meet up and also for new parents to integrate 
with their year and form reps with or without husbands/wives etc.  

 

Well done to Olivia for being 
awarded the Oxted & Limpsfield 
Cricket Club’s U9 Manager’s Player 
of the Year.  She received the 
trophy last Friday and hasn’t 
stopped smiling since. 
 

This handsome bear is a Blazer 
Bear proudly crafted out of 
Hazelwood uniform and merit 
badges.  He brings his owner much 
joy and is a permanent reminder of 
happy Hazelwood days. 



  
 
The tables are made up of a maximum of 10 participants and each table brings along their 
own food and wine to share.  The evening is from 7.30pm with an 8.00pm start finishing 
around 10.00pm. 
  
The event is capped at 12 tables in total, so be sure not to miss out and get your table 
names in to Sasha Latter, HPA Chair, on sasha@mitchellstephenson.com as quickly as 
possible.  If you would like to come along but do not have a table to join, please email Sasha 
and we can find a table for you to join. 
  
We hope to see you there! 
 
 
HPA Boden Party - Monday 3rd October - 3.00pm - 5.15pm 
 
The HPA will be holding another Boden Party on Monday 3rd October.  The new Autumn 
and Winter ranges will be TOSH on that day for you to see and try on.   
 
The party ordering code will be circulated to all Hazelwood and Nursery parents and staff so 
you can enjoy the benefit of the discount even if you cannot get to the party itself.  The code 
can be used on orders placed on 3rd October and for several weeks afterwards. 
 
Boden will pay free commission to the HPA on anything ordered using the party code so this 
is a great fundraiser for the HPA and a good discount for you too! 
 
Please put the date in your diary and save up your new season Boden order until then as the 
discount at the party can’t be beaten!   
  
HPA AGM - Tuesday 11th October - 8.00pm 
Please come along to hear about the events run and funds raised over the past year and the 
plans for this coming year.  We would also like some more people to come on board to help 

mailto:sasha@mitchellstephenson.com


out with events so, if you are interested, please do come along or contact Sasha Latter on 
sasha@mitchellstephenson.com . 
 
Christmas Fair - Saturday 3rd December - Last call for stallholders 
There are just a few spaces left for stallholders at our fabulous and festive fair.  If you would 
like to book a place for a stall at the fair and have not already done so, please contact 
Marese Gildersleeve as soon as possible on maresegildersleeve@me.com  

News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 

Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining 
room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the 
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings 
their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these 
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 

Sports Department 

 
Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com ahead of assembly on Monday morning. If your child is 
nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in time for the assembly.  
The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the school.  Thank you. 

              

   
 
21-0 to Mr MacDougall  
Mr MacDougall’s teams are sitting high this week after cumulatively scoring 21 goals and 
conceding none!  Across the board, this week has been an excellent one for the Hazelwood 
football and hockey teams with some notorious victories against tough opposition. 
 
On Thursday the U9 boys won seven out of seven fixtures and the U8s followed suit winning 
all three of theirs making it a 10 out of 10 record.  The U8As who secured a 4-2 victory over 
Solefield Prep are pictured in their post-match huddle on the left.  Well done boys; keep it 
up! 

mailto:sasha@mitchellstephenson.com
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Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been sent home.  If you need a duplicate copy, please contact the 
School Office. 
 
Years 1-8               Harvest Festival Service (REPLIES DUE BY FRIDAY, 16TH SEPT to  
   headspa@hazelwoodschool.com 
Year 2    Forest Schools 
Year 4    Westerham Trip 
Year 8    Play 
 

Charity Ball: 23rd November 
Mr Treacy (Robins and Reception) is helping to organise a Charity Ball to raise funds to build 
an orphanage for twelve homeless girls. The aim is then to have enough money left in the 
pot to feed, clothe and educate them for the next five years.  More information can be found, 
and tickets booked by following the links below: 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/arrows-group-foundation-charity-dinner-supported-by-royal-
bank-of-scotland-tickets-26656099110 
 
The event is supported by The Royal Bank of Scotland. 

 

Key Events for Next Week 

Monday 19 September 
 
Tuesday 20 September 
2000  HPA welcomes Form Reps 
0900  HNEY Reps Meeting  

Year 4 Westerham visit 
 
Wednesday 21 September 

Year 4 Westerham visit 
1430  Football: 1st XI, Colts A, B and F v Hilden Grange (A) 
1430    Football: 2nd XI, 3rd XI,  Colts C, D and E v Hilden Grange (H) 
1430  Hockey: U13A and B v Rosehill (A) 
1430  Hockey: U11A, U10A and B v Hilden Grange and Derwent Lodge (H) (ELC) 
1430  Hockey: U11B and C v Derwent Lodge (A) 
1430  Hockey: U11D v St Michael’s (A) 

For Sale: Petrof Piano (1999) 
The upright piano is presented in immaculate condition.  
It needs to be collected from Brassey Hill from the 
home of a former Hazelwood family. Price £1,200.00 
 
Please call Sarah on 07875626750 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/arrows-group-foundation-charity-dinner-supported-by-royal-bank-of-scotland-tickets-26656099110
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1430  Hockey: U10C and D v Derwent Lodge (H) 
1830 Governors’ Full Board Meeting 
 
Thursday 22 September 
Year 4 Westerham visit 
1430  Football: U9 A-D v Hilden Grange (A) 
1430  Football: U8 A-D v Hilden Grange (H) 
1645  Swimming: U11, U12, U13 v Hawthorns (H) 
1900  Year 7 Common Entrance  

Information Evening 
 
Friday 23 September 
0900  Harvest Service Years 1-8 
All Day Jeans for Genes Day 
 
Saturday 24 September 
Year 8 Team Building 
 

 

The final, most amazing shot of the Baily Building from Moya Slade.  Caught in double 
vision: reflection, the Main Building is perfectly captured in the glazed curtain wall. 



 



 



 



 

 
 



 
 



 


