“At the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918 the guns fell silent on the
Western Front, to bring to an end the First World War. We have recalled that moment
through our Armistice and Remembrance events over the decades; decades during which
the men and women of our armed services have continued to pay the ultimate sacrifice. And
so 98 years later, we stand here today to remember lives sacrificed in the service of their
Country, and those traumatised and injured in conflict. May we continue to honour justice
and freedom that the bravery of all who fought, and still fight, may be remembered in a world
of peace”. Thank you to the whole school community for a moving and respectful service this
morning.

On Monday evening the school were delighted to give £8,200 away in its first distribution of
the monies raised by The Community Fund. The Fund was set up during our 125
Anniversary celebrations as a way of saying ‘Thank you’ to the residents of Oxted and other
neighbouring villages for hosting the school on Wolfs Hill for all that time. The Fund benefits
from school and HPA fund-raising and from private donations. Invitations to apply for grants
up to £750 were issued through internal communication, press and social media. We were
pleased with the response that we got; a great variety of organisations and activities across
a range of ages. The Community Fund Committee, comprised of school staff, a school
Governor, a school parent, a long-standing member of the local community and the editor of
the County Border News, met to share their equally wide ranging views and opinions.
With so many good submissions, the Committee were unable to support everyone and the
hardest part of their role was to choose those which stood out from the rest knowing that
they were bringing delight and disappointment in equal measure. More detail will follow but
in short, The Community Fund, with your help, support and assistance, was delighted to be
able to help, Busy Bees pre-school (Hurst Green), Tandridge Village pre-school, Piranhas
Swimming Club (Edenbridge), Bloomin’ Arts (Lingfield), Oxted Young Persons’ Theatre,
Oxted Scout Group, Unique (a charity dedicated to researching and understanding
chromosome disorders), St Peter’s Church, Home Start, East Park Riding for the Disabled,
Oxted Cricket Club and North Downs Community Orchestra. More details will follow in
subsequent issues of The Nutshell with pictures showing the organisations’ members
enjoying, and learning from, the fruits of all your labours. It is hoped that The Community
Fund’s coffers will continue to swell so that we can invite local and community organisations
to apply annually for grants of a similar size and diversity. It is hugely important for the

School that we take our place in the community and that our pupils are aware of, and
involved in if at all possible, the excellent endeavours which make Oxted and its surrounding
villages such a rewarding and engaging place to live. A special thank you to the HPA without
whose fundraising verve and energy, The Community Fund would not have been able to
help quite so many to the financial extent that we have.
“Thank you so much for calling me
personally to give me the good news this
morning about the funding.

“I was very happy to hear this morning, that
Hazelwood School has approved our application
for a grant towards one of our new practical
information guides.

I am so excited and delighted to tell the
Committee and Board tomorrow at my preschool's AGM”.

As I’ve only been in the job a short time, it was
great to have a successful application and all of
us are delighted with the news”.

Last Friday the Parents’ Choir met for the very first time. There were about twenty-five
voices, some confident, others reluctant but all eager to sing together as one. The ambition
is to polish our performance so we can thrill the audience at the Gala Concert in December.
With only four weeks to go, the question on everybody’s lips, is ‘Can we do it?’ Judging from
the fun and laughter we enjoyed last week, the answer must be a resounding YES WE CAN!
The only real way to find out, is to come and join us. It would be great to add to our number
and to show our sons and daughters how it’s done. We meet on Friday afternoon at 3-4pm
in the Bawtree Hall. I look forward to seeing you there.
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For a list of emails/letters/texts sent home each week please see the ‘Notice Board’ further
down the Nutshell.
News from The Early Years
This week the Early Years have been thinking about Nursery Rhymes and we have had a
wide variety testing even my memory to try and find new ones. It was lovely to see all of Oak
and many of the younger children dressing up on Thursday as their favourite Nursery Rhyme
character. Thank you to all the parents for taking the time to create costumes for the
children. They were all very proud of them. I was very impressed that they could all tell me
who they were dressed as and recite the rhyme. In music this week we also explored
different nursery rhymes with instruments as well as beginning our songs for our Nativity
plays and Christmas concerts. Not long now!

Fledglings 1 have been discovering new mark making skills this week and have also created
some impressive fireworks pictures. The children have enjoyed playing with different hats
and using the percussion instruments to accompany different nursery rhymes.
Fledglings 2 have done lots of handprint painting this week. They have created handprint
spiders for Incy Wincy as well as making a start on Christmas trees and calendars. They
have also looked at toys relating to nursery rhymes in particular the Wheels on the Bus and
Polly Put the Kettle On.
Upper Robins have spent lots of time exploring play dough. Each day they have had
different coloured and even different scented dough! They have investigated using different
hand movements and begun to use simple tools. They too have enjoyed many different
nursery rhymes, but chose to focus on Incy Wincy Spider and have had fun creating spiders
and their webs.

Lower Robins have explored potion making and spent lots of time cutting a variety of
different shapes and materials. They have also enjoyed learned about the importance of
poppies as we approach Remembrance Day. As a group they created a large handprint
poppy and each child also created their own individual poppy using finger painting.
Like all other rooms on the Early Years site, the children of Skylarks have been immersed in
the world of nursery rhymes. The children have enjoyed building Humpty Dumpty's wall and
creating pictures of their favourite nursery rhymes. When looking at the nursery rhyme
Doctor Foster the children drew around themselves and measured up to their middle. The
children have all grown in confidence and have enjoyed performing their favourite rhymes.

The Oak children have been very busy doing crafts, writing, Maths and reading all based
around our favourite Nursery Rhymes. They have learned about rain with Doctor Foster,
created woolly sheep and hoped Mary wouldn’t lose any. They also thoroughly enjoyed
making playdough birds to sing the 2 Little Dickie Birds rhyme. On Thursday the children all
dressed up as their favourite nursery rhyme character and the whole year group came alive
with a wealth of different characters.

Using very effective, and simple, stark red hand prints, the children of lower Robins
created a stunning and poignant Remembrance Day display.

All of the children are excited about starting our Christmas songs in preparation for the end
of term. The Robins children who attend music will put on a concert for their parents with
songs and percussion instruments. Those who don’t attend music are welcome to come
along to the concert with their parents. All the Skylarks children will be performing ‘Shine
Star Shine’ and you will be receiving a letter this week as to what part your child will be
playing. Oak will be performing ‘Whoops A Daisy Angel’ and again letters regarding tickets
and costumes should have come home this week. I look forward to welcoming you all to the
different performances.

Reminders:
We still have some cases of sickness & diarrhoea and we would like to remind parents not to
return children to nursery until 48 hours after the last bout of sickness and/or diarrhoea.
Skylarks – please can parents return their Nativity reply slips and the Polka Theatre Spring
Term reply slip.
Oak – please can parents return their Nativity reply slips and their After School Club
Forms. Also please can you ensure your child is in school for 8:45 registration.
A reminder to all Nursery & Early Years families to get their Grotto and Ice Skating forms for
the HPA Christmas Fair into the Early Years office.
Finally, please remember to return your FEE forms (for those children eligible) by 18th
November.

The invitation to complete the annual Happiness Survey will be coming soon. Please share your
views so that we can continue to review and develop your child’s experience in the Early Years.
All feedback remains confidential unless you choose to share your name and contact details.

Dates for your diary:
Friday 18th November – Children in Need
Children are invited to come into the Early Years wearing spotty/stripey socks/tights. For
Oak and Skylarks these should be worn with uniform. For those children taking part they
should bring in £1 which will be collected by the room staff.
News from Hazelwood
Year 5 immerses themselves in Water
Last week as an introduction to their topic on “Water” Year 5 were treated to a week of water
related talks and activities. Educational experts from East Surrey and Sutton water came
and shared their knowledge and experience about all aspects of water including how
important clean water is for health, how water is treated before it is safe for us to drink, what
it is like to live without safe water in different areas of the world and how we can save water.
We were then lucky enough to visit Bough Beech Reservoir (which is not open to the public)
to see all the stages that water goes through before it is clean enough for us to drink. We
walked through a tunnel that was 23 metres below the reservoir itself, saw the sludge that is
removed from the water as part of the cleaning process and at the end of the day sampled
the product itself. It tasted beautifully clean and fresh. We all agreed that we are so lucky to
have such refreshing water coming through our own taps at home.

A fond farewell to Mrs Naismith, Chair of Governors
On Tuesday, a special assembly was held in honour of Mrs Jo Naismith who has given of
her time, energy and wisdom to the school for over 20 years. The choir gave a special
performance with solos from Kristian B and Jessica L and the Head Girl and Boy, Evie and
Charlie, made a special presentation having shared some kind words about Jo’s extended
support and involvement with the school. The special presentation was very moving with
Mrs Naismith just about holding it together!
“We are here today to say a big Hazelwood thank you to Mrs Naismith who has, after more
than 20 years of dedicated service, bid a fond farewell to Hazelwood. Mrs Naismith has
been a parent, a form rep, a member of staff and most recently Chair of Governors and in
that time has seen very many changes and developments at the school: the Willow and
Chestnut Buildings, the Nursery, the treehouse and most recently the magnificent Baily
Building have all been built in her time with the school. Her sons, Harry, Charlie and Tom all
attended Hazelwood and still keep in touch with the friends that they made here all those
years ago.
Mrs Naismith has always been passionate about education and in particular about the
quality of education that Hazelwood School provides. But she has been equally a huge fan

of the school’s music, the drama and the sport. She has cheered the First XV rugby team on
from the touch-line, applauded at the Years 2,4,6 and 8 plays and enjoyed the many musical
concerts which she has had the pleasure of attending. As Chair of Governors she has
played her part at our annual Prize Giving over the last nine years, taking delight in the
achievements, efforts and progress of both those pupils receiving prizes and all the hard
working pupils at the school. It will be strange next year to see her place on stage taken by
someone else.

Mrs Naismith has been associated with Hazelwood for almost twice as long as I have lived!
She has given us two lifetimes of service and always with a smile and a willingness to get
involved. She has shared the highs and the lows and has had plenty of opportunity too, as a
parent, to nag her sons about homework, muddy sports kit and lost uniform.
We owe her a lot and we would like to show our appreciation by presenting her with a
special gift from us all, and indeed all past generations of pupils who have been lucky
enough to know her and to benefit from her wisdom, leadership and kindness.
We also wanted the school to have a living memory of her vast contribution to Hazelwood.
As Harry, Tom and Charlie were, and still are, keen sportsmen, and Mrs Naismith will have
celebrated many a victory in rugby, cricket and football, from the veranda of the Pavilion, we
would, with Mrs Naismith’s permission, like to rename the Pavilion, the Naismith Pavilion.
That way future sportsmen and women of Hazelwood will be encouraged to play to the best
of their abilities in honour of an individual who has given so much to the school.
Mrs Naismith, on behalf of us all, thank you and please keep in touch with your friends at
Hazelwood School.”

The school thanks Mrs Naismith for everything she has done and wishes her well with the
new projects which will very quickly fill her ‘downtime’. So much of the school’s recent
success and developments couldn’t have happened without her.

Forest Schools with 2T
Who said… ‘Let them eat cake?’
2T went down to the woods today to cook up a big surprise! We carried all the equipment
down to the autumnal looking woods and set the first task going. It was to build an upside
down fire so we could cook the cake mixture we had mixed and put into our cooking pot. If
we could complete the challenge, we would be able to cook our very own outside Forest
Schools cake!

The children were excellent at collecting the sticks, repeating our fire wood mantra of:

“Bendy isn’t trendy; Snappy makes us happy.”
It wasn’t long before we had a roaring fire going and we could put the cooking pot onto the
flames and embers and allow the cake to cook. Whilst we waited we built Jenga towers,
showing grit and teamwork to get them balanced and straight.

2T were very proud of their creation – and it tasted pretty good as well!

A week in Fledglings 1 involves a lot of green – painting with what can only be
described as green sludge, climbing through a lime green iridescent tunnel and
contemplating a journey down the green slide whilst being followed by an elephant with
a green trunk! Next week’s colour is going to be what…?

Friday 18th Nov: Children in Need
Don’t forget next Friday, if you want
to enter into the spirit, it’s stripey or
spotty tights or socks and ditto for
ties. Cakes sales are also taking
place in Chestnut and main school.
£1 to take part in the day’s
contained yet expressive dressing
up plus money for cakes. Happy
baking everyone!

F is for Football. F is for Fabulous!
As we walked across a sunny but very chilly field you could feel the anticipation radiating
off the Hazelwood team. This was, for some of them, their first ever tournament and they
were all very excited to be part of the Fabulous 'F's!!
The boys took their places on the field ready to start against Lingfield Notre Dame when Mr
Reay pointed out that not only did they have the sun in their faces but they were also playing
uphill (point noted, as the games lasted 10 minutes one way)! In what turned out to be a very
equal match, Hazelwood managed to get a couple of shots on goal which were well saved
by the opposition goal keeper. Final score 0-0 draw.
When the boys took their positions on the pitch for the second game against Cumnor House,
unbelievably they were playing downhill with the sun behind them (not sure how this
happened but am positive it had nothing to do with us warming up behind that goal for the
whole of the last 5 minutes of the previous game)!! The boys very quickly worked out their
tactics and were soon dominating in defence, midfield and attack. They were passing into
space, chasing the ball and putting in tackle after tackle. It was great to see every single one
of them putting in a huge effort and never giving up. As a result, Harry T and Sebastian L
both scored 2 goals each and they won 4-0.

Yet again for their third match, against Handcross Park, they managed to sneak the downhill
lie with the sun at their backs. True to form they carried on right from where they had left off
in the previous game and everyone chased, tackled and passed the ball. It was a sight to
behold and the only person I felt sorry for was our goalie, Marthinus L, who had yet to touch
the ball. Again some fantastic defence from the three mighty defenders that were the two
Ollies and Max A ensuring that none passed by them and setting the ball strongly for the
midfielders, James S, Jude R and Jonah C who supplied great through balls allowing our
attackers, Sebastian L, Henry A and Harry T to fire shot after shot at the opponent's goal.
The result was a 2-0 win with goals coming from James and Jonah.
This meant that the boys were through as winners of their group to the Cup semi-final
against Brighton Prep. What a semi-final it promised to be and neither side let us down. The
Brighton boys unfortunately were slightly stronger and quicker than the Hazelwood Fabulous
'F's and we lost to two very well worked goals. It was great to see, even when they were
down on the score sheet, their heads staying up and they all carried on, fighting hard by
chasing and tackling throughout the whole 10 minutes. Their determination and grit never left
them and they should all be very proud of their performance.

Thanks must go to Mr Reay for giving up his afternoon to support the boys by driving down
separately so that that he could dash back to school for a staff meeting.
A huge well done to all the boys for their efforts throughout the afternoon and working well
as a team. Consequently, the men of the tournament were the whole team. Congratulations
from a very pleased and proud coach, Mr Head.

Season’s congratulations go too to the unbeaten U9C football team Well done boys!

H is for Happy. H is for Hockey
Miss Wills and the whole of the girl’s games coaching team are delighted with the results
achived this season by the girls of Hazelwood. There have been some wonderful
perfoamcnes, and notable victories against opposition who have included within their
curriculum far longer than Hazelwood. Here are the latest round of ipressive results – the
last hockley round-up of the season. Next wek it’s on to Netball. Long may the run of skiill,
stamina, team spirit and grit continue!
On Monday, the U10 A, B and C played Micklefield and had some excellent results:
U10 A 7-0 Win Girl of the match: Elsa Taylor
U10 B 6-0 Win Girls of the match: Julia-Fowler Naismith
U10 C 8-0 Win Girl of the match: The whole team for an excellent performance

Wednesday brought a raft of matches, and again plenty of balls in the back of the hockey net
U13 A team played at the East Grinstead Tournament. All girls showed excellent GRIT
against tough opposition. Results were 1 win, 1 draw and 3 losses. Girls of the tournament:
Eva Georgiou and Camelia Quessy
The U11 A and B played against Sevenoaks Prep
U11A lost 6-2: Great resilience was shown by all girls against tough opposition
U11 B Won 9-0 Girl of the match: Charlotte Pay
U11 C played against Hawthorns achieving an excellent 1-0 win. Excellent GRIT by all. Girl
of the match Mya Macaulay.
The U10 A and B played against Sevenoaks prep
U10 A won 4-0 Girl of the match: Holly Lawson
U10 B won 8-1 Girl of the match: Ella Godfrey
The U10 C and D played against Holmewood house
U10 C won 1-0 Girl of the match: Lila Dickens
U10 D drew 1-1 Girl of the match: Beatrice de Haldevang
U9 As won 4-1. Girl
of the match: whole
team.
U9 Bs won 3-1. Girl of
match: whole team.
U9 Cs won 4-0. Girls
of the match: whole
team.
U9 Ds drew 0-0. Girls
of the match: whole
team.
U8A won 5-0 and
U8B lost 3-2

Let’s hear it for the HAZELWOOD girls! A great season of hockey, well done all.

A Book for Parents
The Story Cure by Ella Berthoud and Susan Elderkin published by Canongate at £17.99 is
a wonderful compendium of books to 'cure' any emotional ailment your children may be
experiencing. A book is the best medicine of all! Both authors studied English literature at
Cambridge University and believe that stories can truly make us all feel better. This is a
wonderful book to give to yourselves, parents! Christmas is coming.............
Hazelwood Librarians

Do please support our local community and retailers. A lot of work goes into
planning these events. Christmas is coming early to Oxted.

As part of their project on
Typography, the Y8 pupils have
created Google Doodles in DT.
Inspired by Hallowe’en, Harry
Potter, the world of film and
cinema and London’s architecture,
Google would be well advised to
feature the ideas of a talented
Hazelwood cohort.

Great things come to those who wait – a much deserved victory for the grittiest first XI
HPA
HPA Fireworks Evening
Thank you to everyone who attended the HPA fireworks night to enjoy another magical and
wonderful evening of fireworks and a fantastic bonfire.

What a clever firework idea – these Oak children have used edible food colouring to
create explosive designs on fresh toast. Not only do they look good, judging by the
thumbs up, they taste good too!
Led by Rachel Nixon, thank you to all those who helped with selling food, drinks and glow
sticks, the catering and estates teams, the fire starters, marshalls and, not least, Mike
Brundle and his team who gave us a fabulous 22-minute display of fireworks! Nearly £3,000
was raised for HPA funds so thank you very much for all your support.
Music Timetable
The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining
room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings

their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school.
News from the Kitchen
Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections.
Dave will be creating pasta in all
colours, shapes and flavours. For
those children who eat their main
meal well and promptly, there will
be a chance not only to taste
Dave’s creations but also to try
their hand at making pasta.
The clever crew in the kitchen
made these stunning poppy
cookies to mark the school’s Day
of Remembrance.
The light
shortbread biscuit was topped
with a royal icing poppy.

Sports Department
Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday
morning. If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in
time for the assembly. The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the
school. Thank you.
Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following letters have been sent home this week. If you need a duplicate copy, please
contact the School Office.
Years 3-8
All school

Carol Service
Help needed for Christmas Grotto

Key Events for Next Week
Monday 14 November
All week Year 8 French and Spanish Oral exams
Anti-bullying Week
Primary Maths Challenge Years 5 and 6
Tuesday 15 November
0900- Flu Vaccinations Years 3-5 1-3
1200
1645- Year 6 Play auditions
1815
Wednesday 16 November
0900- Years 1-3 Perform Workshop
1300
Thursday 17 November
HNEY Board Meeting
AM
Year 5 Battle of Hastings re-enactment
Friday 18 November
1400 Cross Country: Junior Knole Run (A)
Sunday 20 November
08:30- BSGA South East U11 Floor and Vault Competition
16:45

Having listened to the nursery rhyme Doctor Foster, the children from Skylarks were
keen to measure themselves ‘right up to their middle’. Equally, having witnessed the
demise of Humpty Dumpty, the kindest thing to do was to ‘put him back together again!’

