
 
 
 
On Saturday, the Year 7 rugby team showed such grit and determination in the face of 
formidable opposition I could not have been more proud.  With many missing the Tonbridge 
Festival due to other commitments and illness, it fell to the remaining warriors to fly the 
Hazelwood flag and to take on opposition that was bigger, more hirsute and more 
brutal.  Our boys did not whimper and run for cover.  They faced them like heroes, driving 
forwards and finding strength from a team spirit and camaraderie which turned them, on 
occasion, into GIANTS.  The end result was, sadly, no tournament final but rather a 'medal' 
for valour and self-belief; an accolade far more precious and so well deserved. I am sure 
they will draw on their experience in many aspects of their Hazelwood life, starting with their 
first mock exams experience next week.  I have every confidence that they will be equally 
formidable in their response to the questions asked of them in the examination hall. 
 

  

  
 

The children of Year 4 set sail on their nautical adventure this week, performing the Pirates 
of the Curry Bean to packed audiences who thoroughly enjoyed the humour and the drama 
of the unfolding story on the high seas.  Yet again, the level of performance belied the young 
actors' ages and there were many performances which were quite remarkable.  The Year 4 
teachers attempted to steal the show dressed as gorillas from the island of Lumbago. Alas 
however, their masterful herding of children on and off stage was nothing compared to the 

  

Congratulations to the school’s gymnasts who performed and represented Hazelwood 
well at last weekend’s Regional Finals.  Whilst things did not go altogether as planned, 
the younger squad returned home with a silver medal and some valuable competition 
experience. 



clarity, confidence and charisma which many of the children displayed as the action followed 
the hunt for the long lost treasure.  As ever there were some surprising stars of the 
show; individuals who took their moment to captivate and entertain, whether it be in a more 
prominent role or as a member of the ensemble.  Those that took the opportunity to try out a 
piratical accent should receive particular praise with Barney's and Thomas' threatening tones 
proving most terrifying!  At the age of nine years, to pick up a microphone, stare into a 
theatre of expectant faces and sing on time and in key, is quite a tall order.  Yet in Lillian, 
Phoebe and Louis we found three individuals more than up to the challenge. Our thee-
cornered hats are raised in their honour. Talking of which Ollie wore his, as Admiral 
Hornhonker, with panache and pathos.  He was as wet as the Atlantic Ocean but as perfect 
an upper class fop as you could wish for.  A tour de force in one so young.  The whole play 
was tremendous and everyone seemed to be enjoy playing their part in what was an 
ensemble triumph!  I was delighted when the potentially cannibalistic Chief Wonga turned 
out to be no other than Pearl Periwinkle’s long lost husband and pirate Captain. A fitting end 
to a special Thursday evening.  Thank you Year 4. 

 

 

 

It has been a dark and dank winter and when I look around the children’s faces at assembly, 
I see many who look equally grey and who have given their all to life inside and outside of 
school.  For them, ten days to recharge their batteries could not come soon enough.  I hope 
that you, and they, use the time away from school well and that there will be early nights and 
lazy morning lie-ins worked into your half term schedule.  The temptation is always to burn 
the candle at both ends.  Sometimes it is best to snuff it out and to enjoy the stillness and the 
calm.   
 

 

Mrs Greenwood is off for the next two weeks.   We wish her well and hope that she is back 
on her two feet again very soon. 

Bon Voyage to Mrs Phillimore and Mr Fotheringham who are travelling to Tanzania to meet 
with The Songwe District Executive Officer for Education and the Heads of the four village 
primary schools as we look to shape our African Schools Project.  A Charity Concert is being 
staged on Sunday 25th March to raise funds for the programme and the Choirs are already 
busying themselves in rehearsals.  Please put it in your diary and come along to 
support.  More details will follow as to how you can get involved.  Subject to local Tanzanian 
internet connections, we are hoping to have some initial photos for next week’s Nutshell. 

 
 

For a list of emails/letters/texts sent home each week please see the ‘Notice Board’ further 
down the Nutshell. 
  

And finally, this week, I cannot believe 
that we are nearing the end of the first 
half of the spring term; just four more 
action-packed days to go.  Part of me is 
sad that time is flying by so quickly.  
Schooldays should be the best days of 
a young person’s life so I do not wish 
them away so swiftly. However, with the 
return to school in the middle of 
February comes lighter evenings and 
the promise of warner weather.  I think 
the whole school community is in need 
of these.   



News from The Nursery & Early Years 

As ever, the children at HNEY have had a full range of new experiences this week from 
dinosaur and pirate treasure hunting to exploring their senses and feelings or just simply 
squishing slime! 
 
Feelings were the focus for Oak’s learning this week. The children have discussed and 
written about a variety of feelings including happy, sad, worried, angry, shy and frightened. 
They also chose a feeling and created a clay face to illustrate this. We are very grateful to 
Mrs Bines and Mrs Maybrey who also visited this week to talk to the children about their jobs 
as doctors. Mrs Smith Chandler’s class were very excited about their outing to Pizza 
Express.  The children have also been focusing well on their number bonds up to ten. 
 

    
 
Skylarks have been very busy with lots of dinosaur themed activities. They have used their 
fine motor skills in the clay, making dinosaur fossils and creating dinosaurs with the 
playdough and pasta. The children loved going on a dinosaur hunt in the garden using 
magnifying glasses and digging for ‘phonic fossils’ in the sandpit.  
 
Top Robins have been looking at ‘People who help us’, using the bandages and sling and 
prodding staff with the syringes and stethoscopes as they think about the health services. 
Good use has been made of the new crash mats in the Andrae Hall to protect the children 
when using the  balancing and climbing equipment. The children have really enjoyed our 
‘People who help us’ topic and it will be extended further to cover firemen and life guards.  
 

   
 
Lower Robins have continued their topic on the 'A Squash and a Squeeze' story and have 
re-enacted the story using puppets and explored  sensory balloons to try and identify what is 
inside from a variety of different textured contents. We have also played shape recognition 

 



games in the hall and used water pistols to squirt water on the initial chalked letters of our 
names whilst out in the garden. 

  
 
The children in Fledglings 1 have had lots of fun this week exploring 3D slime paint, throwing 
and kicking balls in the garden and mixing up mash and pasta at the filling station! 

News from Hazelwood 

It all adds up to record-breaking performance 
A number of our mathematicians took on the Primary Maths Challenge in November 2017.  
Aimed at pupils in Year 6, some of Year 5 also took the challenge along with more than 
61,000 children nationally.  With 20 multiple questions, followed by five challenging problems 
to solve, we are delighted to report our record-breaking results.  46 pupils achieved an 
award, even though the grade boundary was higher than November 2016.  Year 5 pupils 
were particularly impressive; sitting it for the fun and the experience, 11 of them secured a 
certificate.   
 

Can you solve this problem? 
 

'I wish to make a list that includes the numbers 1  2  3  4  5  and 6 exactly once so that at 
least one pair of numbers next to each other in the list has a product that is a multiple of 6.  
How many different such lists can I make?    (Answer next week)   
 

 
 

 
This week in Fledglings 2 
have been dressing up as 
pirates.  They have made 
pirates hats; pink and 
black eye patches and 
lots of different treasure 
using pasta and paint. 
The children have been 
practising their fine motor 
skills to weave different 
coloured ribbons through 
basketwork fish. 



Our Pythagorean congratulations go to: 
 
Gold Award Winners 
Oscar N, Yasser A, Jake C, Sebastian L, Isla M, Martin N. Camilla S 
Silver Award Winners 
Hannah B, Hugo CF, Ed J, Michael K, Jennifer M, William de VH, Lila D, James S, Karlijn R, 
Daniel S, Hope A, Connie D, Oliver H, Ralph L, Harry T, Oscar B, Jacob de W, Sierk E, Alex 
P and Harry W  
Bronze Award Winners 
Breya MS, Alice P, Imogen P and Freddie A. 
 
You have all done incredibly well on a highly competitive, national mathematical stage!   
 
 
Tonbridge School U10 Rugby Tournament 
Wet and muddy in places but the pitches where in great condition for some fast running, 
exciting rugby. We opened up with a superb performance beating Yardley Court 2-0. A 
physical encounter saw us recover from conceding an early try to earn a well-deserved 1-1 
draw with New Beacon. Northcote Lodge up next who were looking strong, they beat us 3-0, 
scoring some fantastic tries out wide. Shrewsbury house scored early in our next game and 
yet again the players dug in to earn a well-deserved 1-1 draw. Learning from our mistakes, 
we put in a complete performance beating St Michaels 5-0. We finished the tournament as 
strong as we started, holding on to beat another excellent side in Kings House 2-1.  
 
The players have set themselves very high standards and were frustrated not to win every 
game. Sport doesn’t always work out the way you planned or dreamed. It’s how you react 
and learn from these moments that count. We reacted intelligently, showing courage to 
come back from being defeated and behind in games.    
 
The standard of rugby was extremely high with the pace, physicality and skill displayed 
belying the players’ size and age. I am extremely proud of the effort, behaviour, 
sportsmanship and style in which we play rugby. Back to a large squad working hard this 
week to improve and prepare for the national qualifiers at Hurst this coming Sunday. 
 

  
  
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
As we end the first month of 2018, I thought it would be interesting to know… 

What New Year’s Resolution have you kept up? 
   

Not broken up any Lego 
toys! 

 

Played with my brother 
more. 

Walked the dog every day. 
 

Spent more time reading 
before bed. 

Practised my gymnastics 
more often. 

 

Kept up with my Prep and 
not let it build up. 

Get my bag ready for school 
the night before. 

Listened to mum and dad 
more at home. 

 

Practised my spellings every 
day. 

Kept my bedroom tidy. Drank more water. Not eaten any 
CHOCOLATE for a month!  
(I can’t wait for February!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

QUESTION FOR THE QUEUE 
 

   Good luck to the U10 rugby boys at National Qualifiers 

   



… and what about those resolutions that were too hard to keep up? 
 

Not annoy my brother… Making my bed every 
morning… 

No chocolate before my 
birthday!!! 

 
Brushing my hair before 

bed every night… 
Reducing my screen time 

at the weekends… 
Not biting my nails… 

(finger and toes!) 
 

Well done to everyone who managed to keep their resolutions more than a week…   
  

Mr Walton  
(who ate chocolate on the 8th of January after trying to give it up for a month!) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Hazelwood swimmer races to 
silver! 
Hannah R in Year 7 recently 
competed at the Sussex County 
Relay Championships, and 
managed to secure a silver 
medal in her U13 4x50m 
freestyle relay team!  She got a 
personal best of 31.04 seconds 
for her 50m front crawl and 
swam a fantastic 2nd leg of the 
relay, entering the water in 5th 
position and handing over in 1st 
place.  Well done Hannah! 
 

 

A wonderful 6-3 victory for the U11B rugby, a result born out of a positive 
attitude, commitment, effort and playing as one, lending support to each other. 



 

 

 



  

  

  

   



 
 
 
 

 

Well done to all the dancers who took their exams this week.  There were many taking 

exams for the first time.  We hope you remained calm and gave it your best shot.  Mrs 

Louw looks forward to handing out the awards and certificates in Assembly very soon. 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of its community links, the school is building its relationships with other local 
schools in the area and investigating where areas of cooperation and working together 
may lie.  This week, Gary and Lindsay from the Estates Team visited St Peter’s School 
in Tandridge to clear and renovate the Prayer Garden ahead of some further 
improvements.  The impact is quite stunning with light flooding into the small garden. 
The wonderful views have been opened up to bring a sense of space.  
 
 
 
 
 

Before … 
…After 

News from the Library  
  
If you want to entertain your children over the half term then one thing you can do is to 
travel to the Southbank Centre. Why? Well from Wednesday 7 – Sunday 18 

February they are hosting  ' Imagine ,' their festival aimed at children. It features great 

writers, including Harry Hill and Jacqueline Wilson, interesting interactive singing and 
dancing events and a very special Roald Dahl film screening. There are dozens of events 
for babes in arms and toddlers, right up to the age of 12.  . 
  
Pop to the website below to see all the activities planned: 
  
 https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/blog/things-do-february-half-term-
london%E2%80%99s-southbank-centre 
 

https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/blog/things-do-february-half-term-london%E2%80%99s-southbank-centre
https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/blog/things-do-february-half-term-london%E2%80%99s-southbank-centre


 

   

 

 

 

 

  

This week the Nutshell’s classroom camera has paid a visit to Year 5. The classes of Mrs 
Johnston, Mrs Cochrane and Mrs Bradshaw have clearly been enjoying their study of 
Antarctica and The Titanic.  This has led to some wonderful creative and factual writing 
with the display boards filling nicely with their diaries written on board the fated ship.  5J’s 
main display is filled with examples of persuasive writing with the reader being cajoled to 
sample some delicious sounding produce or to dig slightly deeper into those pockets to 
purchase a dream home.  Sold to the creative writers of Year 5!   



   

  

      



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back Richard 
Jones who left Hazelwood in 
1999, heading to Eton and 
then Oxford.  He is now Head 
of Science at Cothill Prep in 
Oxford.  Richard was a Music 
Scholar and his name is on 
the Honours Board.  Mrs 
Carew-Gibbs remembered 
him for playing the French 
Horn!  Mrs Powell 
remembered him for his 
magician and unicycling skills!  
 

Richard enjoyed his day 
revisiting Hazelwood on 
Tuesday. After a tour of the 
school, and a trip down 
Memory Lane, he spent the 
morning with Mrs Bilbrough in 
the Science Labs.  He was 
even prepared to share 
pictures of him from his 
Hazelwood years.  Good to 
see so much of the uniform 
hasn’t changed.  Perhaps we 
should start a campaign to 
bring back the cap for our 
younger years? 
 

 

 

 

Well done to 6L for their interesting and mind expanding research on the G20 Summit 
and Globalisation.  The presentation is larger than life ensuring that the key messages 
and information captured within it, do not get ignored.  Another fine contribution to the 
whole school Eco Schools Project. 



 



  
 

  
 
The mighty U10 netball team caught on camera against Derwent Lodge on Wednesday. 
 

News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 
 
New initiatives 
We have had a lot of great feedback on the hot teas especially from the older children, the 
favourite being sausage, beans & chips! Over the half term break we will be reviewing all the 
recently launched initiatives to see which will continue to run into the second half of the 
spring term. If you have any feedback, please email to bursar@hazelwoodschool.com and 
cateringmanager@hazelwoodschool.com  Thank you. 
 
 
 

mailto:bursar@hazelwoodschool.com
mailto:cateringmanager@hazelwoodschool.com


Food by numbers 
We prepare and cook per week approx. 30kg of pasta the favourite toppings being tomato 
sauce and grated cheese (of the new, tastier variety!) They all love Dawson’s lasagne. 
 
Did you know we do a 50/50 split using whole-wheat pasta? 
 
Recipe of the week 
Dawson’s famous Lasagne – serves 6 - 8 
 
Ingredients 

 2 tbsp olive oil 
 900g/2lb minced beef 
 2 onions, roughly chopped 
 1 carrot grated 
 4 sticks celery, diced (optional) 
 2 garlic cloves, crushed 
 2 level tbsp plain flour 
 150ml/¼ pint beef stock 
 1 tsp sugar 
 3 tbsp tomato purée 
 1 tbsp oregano 
 2 x 400g/14oz can chopped tomatoes 

 
For the white sauce 

 50g/2oz butter 
 50g/2oz plain flour 
 750ml/1¼ pints hot milk 
 2 tsp  mustard 
 50g/2oz cheddar cheese, grated 
 salt and pepper 

 
For the lasagne 

 10-12 sheets lasagne 
 75g/3oz mature cheddar cheese, grated 

 
Method 

1. Preheat the oven to160C/325F/Gas 3. 
2. For the ragu, heat a large frying pan until hot and add the oil. Cook the mince until browned 

all over. Remove from the heat and transfer to a plate. Add the onion, carrot, celery (if using) 
and garlic to the pan and cook until softened. Return the meat to the pan and stir in the flour. 
Add the stock and bring to the boil. Add the sugar, tomato purée and oregano, then stir well. 

3. Stir in the canned tomatoes. Bring to the boil again, cover and simmer in the oven for 1-½ 
hours, or until the beef is tender. 

4. For the white sauce, melt the butter in a saucepan. Add the flour and cook over the heat for 
one minute. Gradually whisk in the hot milk, whisking until thickened. Add the mustard and 
cheddar cheese and season well with salt and pepper. 

5. For the lasagne, put one third of the meat sauce in the base of a 2.3 litre/4 pint shallow 
ovenproof dish. Spoon one third of the white sauce on top. Arrange one layer of lasagne 
sheets on top. Season. Spoon half of the remaining meat sauce on top and then half of the 
white sauce. Put another layer of lasagne sheets on top, then the remaining meat sauce and 
remaining white sauce. Sprinkle over the cheddar cheese. 

6. Leave for six hours before cooking so that the pasta can start to soften. 
7. Preheat the oven temperature to 200C/400F/Gas 6. 
8. Cook in the middle of the oven for about 45 minutes- or until golden brown on top, bubbling 

around the edges and the pasta is soft. 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/olive_oil
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/mince
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/onion
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/celery
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/garlic
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/plain_flour
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/beef_stock
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/chopped_tomatoes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/butter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/plain_flour
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/milk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/dijon_mustard
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/pepper
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/lasagne
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/cheddar_cheese


  
 

  
 

  
 
Poise, power and precision passing very much on display as the U10 rugby squads faced 
Sevenoaks Prep on Wednesday.  Will shows determination as it takes four of the opposing 
team to attempt to bring him down.  Marcus is gazelle-like as he finds space to run whilst 
Jacob neatly receives the ball on the move with the slightest of glances to his right. 
 

Sports Department 

Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday 
morning. If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in 

mailto:headspa@hazelwoodschool.com


time for the assembly.  The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the 
school.  Thank you. 

              
 
In-House Swimming Gala Report – Sharks vs Crocodiles! 
Due to another school cancelling a swimming fixture scheduled for Tuesday 30th January, 
we decided to run an in-house gala for all U8, U9, U10 and U11 EMS swimmers.  All 
swimmers were split into two teams – the Sharks and the Crocodiles – to battle it out!  This 
give all swimmers a chance to compete against their team mates and many families came to 
support them from the poolside.   The event was great fun with a healthy dose of competitive 
spirit!  It was an extremely close gala with only 3pts in it when the results were read out!  
Well done to all those who took part and to the victorious Sharks!   
 
Final Scores: 
1st Sharks 149pts 
2nd Crocodiles 146pts 
 
EMS Swimmers Notice – Please Read! 
Please can all parents of EMS swimmers check their emails for any squad changes 
after half term.  The squads have to be jiggled about a bit to accommodate some new Year 
2 EMS swimmers, that will be starting next term on Thursday mornings.  Any Year 2 
swimmer invited to attend EMS will be notified by email (via parents) and those who have 
not been invited on this occasion will still have more opportunities to try out for EMS.  
Assessment for EMS selection will be taken in their swimming lessons.  Also, please can 
parents ensure that EMS swimmers are not dropped off any earlier than 7.20am, as 
they will be unsupervised before this time.  For safety reasons, it is vital they are not left 
unsupervised in the boot room.  Recently, there have been more swimmers arriving too early 
again and it is important that they are safe with a member of staff.   
 
Enjoy a restful half term break all swimmers! 
 

Miss Lloyd, Head of Swimming 

Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining 
room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the 
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings 
their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these 
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 
 

Notice Board 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been sent home this week.  If you need a duplicate copy, please 
contact the School Office. 
 
The Communications listed below are now available to view on the School website (not PIP), 
in the Parents’ section under “Parent Communications”: 
Years 4-8  Parent Presentation “Managing Screen Time and Screen Dependency” 
Years 4 Pirates of the Curried Bean DVD order form  
Year 2   Recorder Assembly 
Year 2   Recorder classes after half term 



Year 6  Parents’ Evenings Information and Appointment Bookings 
Years 1-5 Parents’ Evenings Information and Appointment Bookings 

Key Events for Next Week 

Monday 5 February 
All Day            Year 2 Trip to the Horniman Museum 
All Day            Year 7 & 8 Mock Exams 
1330-1400       Inter House Pancake Race 
 
Tuesday 6 February 
All Day            Year 7 & 8 Mock Exams 
0830                Jill Kemp Recorder Assembly (Years 3-8) 
0905                Jill Kemp Recorder Assembly (Years 1-2) 
0900                HNEY Reps’ Meeting 
1430                Rugby: U9 B v Copthorne Home 
 
Wednesday 7 February 
All Day            Year 7 & 8 Mock Exams 
1430                Rugby: 1stXIII v Copthorne (H) 
  Rugby: U12 A-B v St Michael's (A) 

Rugby: U11 A-B v Copthorne (A) 
Rugby: U10 A-B v Copthorne (H) 
Netball: U13 A-C Hazelwood Versatility Tournament (1430) (H) 
Netball: U11 A-D v Granville (A) 
Netball: U10 A-B v Caterham (A) 
Netball: U10 C-D v Handcross Park (A) 

 
Thursday 8 February 
All Day            Year 7 & 8 Mock Exams 
0835                House Meetings 
1430                Rugby: U9 A-D v Homefield and Micklefield (H) 

Rugby: U8 A-D v Solefield (A) 
Netball: U9 A-B v Caterham (A) 
Netball: U8 A-C v Old Palace (A) 

 
HALF TERM STARTS 
 
Friday 9 February      
All Day SCHOOL CLOSED - INSET DAY (Staff Training) 
Nursery & Early Years closed (Staff Training) 
 
 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 


